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Pre-Lenten Issue 


With this pre Lenten tssue we announce, with gratificqtion, that we have secured able 
assistance during Dr. Miller's "Sabbatical", (Qn non-Catholic books, the reviews will 
be handled by Dr. Roscoe Thornton Foust, late of Church of the Ascension (Episcopal), 
New York City. On Catholic books, the reviews will be handled by Professor Bernard 
B. Gilligan of Fordham. We hope to maintain the high standard of objective reporting 
that we feel Dr. Miller has given us for many years. 


With Ash Wednesday coming early this year (February 8), we suggest that you plan your 
display of Religious Books, espe@ially those syitable for study and deyotional read- 
ing, and that you call the attention of local ministers and priests to available ma- 
terial for their needs. Easter Sunday is April ist, and there will be a mid-Lenten 
Religious Book Supplement. During Catholic Book Week, Feb. 19-25, special attention 
should be called to Catholic Books. See P.W.— January 14th- for data om display 
material which might be useful to you. 


Buttrick, George et al Abingdon Press 
THE INTERPRETER'S BIBLE: Vol. 5 $8.75 

Each new volume of this thorough and extensive Bible commentary and exposition [iam 
finds a growing number of professional and lay people waiting for it. The series has 
already become an indispensable tool for the serious Bible student. As you know, the 
series is not issued in numerical sequence; this fifth volume deals with the Old Testa- 
ment books of Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Isaiah and Jeremiah, and follows the same 
general procedural outline:- general introduction, exposition of the texts, exegesis. 
The following scholars contribute to this volume, under the overall committee editor- 
ship:- on Ecclesiastes, Prof. 0.S. Rankin, Univ. of Edinburgh, Prof. Gaius Glenn Atkins, 
Emeritus, Auburn Theological Seminary; on Song of Songs Prof. T,J. Meek, University of 
Toronto, Dr. Hugh Kerr, Pastor Emeritus, Shadyside Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, 
Prof. Hugh T. Kerr, Jr., Princeton Theological Seminary; on Jsatah (1-39) Prof. R.B.Y. 
Scott, McGill University, Principal G.G.D. Kilpatrick, United Theological College, 
Montreal; Isaiah (40-66) Prof. James Muelenburg, Union Theological Seminary, Dr. Henry 
Sloane Coffin, Late Emeritus, Union Theological Seminary; on Jeremiah Prof. J. Philip 
Hyatt, Vanderbilt University, Prof. Stanley R. Hopper, Drew Theological Seminary. ‘The 
demand for this and the continued demand for the other volumes in the series is assured. 
(2/15. LC: 51-12276) 


Soper, David Wesley Association Press 
EPISTLE TO THE SKEPTICS $2.50 


This book, biographically grounded and motivated, indicates the path a true 
skeptic may fearlessly follow to religious truth and God himself. If the skeptic be 
honest he is in fact honestly engaged in God's enterprise; he rejects what is false 
that the true may prevail. Dr. Soper, now Professor and Chairman of the Department of 
Religion at Beloit College, tells how his own strict, orthodox, fundamental indoctrina- 

ee tion in childhood gave him a high degree of immunization against religion, ethics, 

_ skepticism, even life itself, and led him into atheism. For ten years he sustained 
this but came at last to the conviction that Christianity "is a divine call, not a 
human achievement; its true content is its call to faithful freedom...” This book is 

_ @ strong apologia for personal faith that can grow out of unfaith and a skepticism that 

™is so large a part of our moral climate. It should appeal especially to young people 
whd~myst seek a way and a faith of their ag (3/26. LC: 56-6hy4) 
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Merton, Thomas Farrar, Straus 
THE LIVING BREAD $3.00 


D.R. * Defined as "a meditation on the sacred mystery of the Eucharist” this book illun- ® 
inates the depths of Thomas Merton's grasp of the central core of religious faith in daily 
life. While he deliberately eschews any form of apologetics and directs himself to Catho- 
lic readers or those of Catholic belief, his book will have a broader appeal to the ever- 
growing fraternity of those in other denominations who regard the Eucharist as the central 
sacrament and quintessence of Christianity. Thomas Merton writes in a manner instinct with 
spiritual fervor, his style in itself a form of illumination. His early judgments of man's 
tragic plight in today's world may seem too sweeping and almost presumptuous, but his re- 
ligious statements lack nothing in subtlety, accuracy and intellectual grasp. While the 
book is unlikely to have the wide popularity of Seven Storey Mountain or Waters of Siloe 

it will certainly extend well beyond the Catholic market. Imprimatur. (3/1. LC: 56-6276) 


Cole, Stewart G.- Ed. Harper 
THIS IS MY FAITHs $4.50 


Where can man turn to discover those spiritual values which social experience 
has shown to contribute to human well-being? The editor of this. provocative volume has 
turned to 25 representative men in contemporary life, asking them to share their reasons 
for the faith that is in them. His goal is to (a) provide a challenge for re-thinking the 
foundations of human purpose and values today; (b.) to assess the impact of the Judaei- 
Christian religions, the world-view of modern science, the value-structure of democracy 
upon man in his search for a valid faith. To spark the response Dr. Cole asked a series 
of questions designed to ascertain what religious values should be emphasized in contempor 
ary thought; in the light of modern science, what grounds are there for religious convic- 
tion about cosmic reality; do the human values of the democractic movement and personal 
moral character provide intrinsic elements of religious faith; are the supreme values from 
whatever source aspects of one spiritual reality; has the concept of "God" an essential 
purpose in the rationale of religion. Among those who responded were religionists, both 
orthodox and liberal, scientists, humanists, philosophers, naturalists and eclectics, and 
their diversity of thought and conviction leads to no common agreement on any of the ques- 
tions posed. This is as might be expected. And the end result should be to challenge 
the readers to examine their response to the same issues. (3/14. LC: 55-11403) 





Douglass, Truman B. Harper 
PREACHING AND THE NEW REFORMATION $2.50 


* The "New Reformation" is the great Ecumenical Movement, now forty years old, 
which is causing the denominations comprising the Protestant church throughout the world 
to engage in prayerful searching of heart concerning the reasons for the unhappy divisions 
of the universal- or Catholic- church. This book is in substance the Lyman Beecher lec- 
tures given at the Yale Divinity School by the author, now executive vice president of 
the Board of Home Missions of the Congregational Church. He deals with his subject in a 
challenging, provocative and stimulating way, with forthright and vigorous language which 
avoids the only too usual ecclesiastical obscurantism. He urges that this New Reformation 
must be preached in its revitalizing power, and feels that it provides new resources for 
the preacher in its scope and substance. As the content and nature of the book become 
png Bi find wide appeal to the ministers of all the Protestant churches. (4/11. 
IC: 56-7032 





Ditzen, Lowell R. Holt 
YOU ARE NEVER ALONE. $3.50 











* The success of the earlier book, Personal Security through Faith, reported in 
1954 on p.190) will find in this an equally stimulating experience in a refreshing anti- 
dote to the depressing "realism" of our day, as well as to the shallow cult of success 

which claims so many devotees. He looks squarely at the difficulties of life epitomized 
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by a common loneliness, and points the way to fellowship and inward peace, which is 
achieved only by facing and not denying them. He draws on a wealth of illustrative 
material, using with equal facility the wisdom of the past and the insights of those 
who share life in the contemporary world. He adds for good measure the full accept- 
ance of and zest for life that comes from his own experience. Without being pedantic, 
he leads the reader back and forth through the Bible so that he recognizes anew the 
eternal wisdom found in all ages by all people. His style is winning, his hope con- 
tagious. This book deserves and should find a large reading public. (3/% LC:56-6459) 
} 


Dunnington, Lewis L. Macmillan 
POWER TO BECOME $2.95 


This is directed to that audience that is receptive tq the message of The 
Power of Positive Thinking. It is @ how-to-do-it book aimed at releasing the cre- 
ative, spiritual energy with which all are endowed by God, but which is often mis- 
spent or misapplied by "negative, undisciplined thinking”. The resylt is fear, 
worry, selfishness, greed, lust. "The Kingdom of God is within you", the author 
reminds the reader, and may be realized through "the technique of creative, affirma- 
tive prayer by means of silent affirmations of eternal truth" which ultimately mani- 
fest themselves in better health, better human relations and greater success in 
making each day a radiant, soul-satisfying experience". Each chgepter deals with 
some besetting human problem and is abundantly illustrated with anecdotal material. 
This book by the pastor of the First Methodist Church, Iowa City, will find a sure 
market. (3/10. LC: 56-7298) 


Caldwell, Martin- Fd. Morehouse-Gorham 
LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS $2.50 
D.R. This little volume is an "anthology of Lenten essays" which attempts to meet 


the two needs for Lenten reading,- simple, devotional material, appealing to the heart, 
plus other material directed to stimulating the mind. Since each of the ter contri- 
butors belongs to the Episcopal or Anglican communion, the majority of the readers 
will be found in the Episcopal Church. The thinking and exposition is typically 
Anglican, and most of it is well and persuasively written. Its content ranges from 
brief reconsiderations of the sacraments of baptism, confirmation and holy communion 
to a more evangelistic presentation of God's response to human needs, especially in 
his death on the cross. This is the spring selection of the Episcopal Book Club. 

The editor is the assistant at Christ Church, Rye. (2/3. LC: 56-5824) 


Carrouges, Michel Putnam 
SOLDIER OF THE SPIRIT $3.75 


The Vicomte de Foucauld - known to the Catholic world as Father Charles of 
Jesus - might be described as an almost contemporary St. Francis. This is his amazing 
story, the story of a dandy, an epicure, despair of his schoolmasters, booted from his 
regiment for involvement with a mistress he flaunted too openly - and now, two gener- 
ations later, proposed for beatification. De Foucauld took his first step away from 
his role as libertine to study Islam; he made a scientifically useful exploratory 
trip into the closed territory of Morocco. On his return to Paris, religious faith 
gradually took hold. For a time he accepted the Trappist rigors, but, not content 
with their simplicity, conceived a new Order that would follow in all extremes the 
humblest poverty of the people they lived among. He entered the priesthood, founded 
a cell in Algiers, joined the Tuaregs in his beloved Morocco. He mastered their 
language, prepared a dictionary for them, won their minds and hearts by his acts of 
charity - and died by the hand of an assassin in native warfare. Since his death 
The Little Brothers and The Little Sisters of Jesus have become securely established. 


- The book is translated well by Marie-Christine Hellin, but suffers by occasional 


overflow excesses of piety, which may limit its appeal to the Catholic market, and 
those interested in the lives of saints. (3/23. LC: 56-6615) 
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Hastings, Cecily Sheed & Ward 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS $3.00 





The questions of the title to a large extent represent typical difficulties of oe 
modern men in connection with religion in general and Catholicism in particular. They 
were sent in to the English Catholic paper, the Catholic Herald, and stem from both Cath- 
olic and non-Catholic readers, and relate to almost every conceivable topic of religious 
nature. Creation, the Fall, the Old Testament, Christ, the Church as an institution, as 
teacher of truth, its morality, prayers and sacraments,- these were some of the general 
headings under which a wealth of material is arranged. The answers in the main are suc- 
cinct, direct and impressively intelligent. This material comprises Part II. Part I is 
designed to provide the reader with the total context in which the relatively isolated 
questions and answers of Part II will possess ultimate meaning. It sets forth the Roman 
Catholic view of the total historical relationship between man and God. A great deal of 
erudition and subtle, comprehensive theological thought is packed into these pages. While 
the book may interest any open-minded reader concerned in matters of religious teaching, 
it is specifically useful for teachers and students of apologetics in Catholic high schools 
and colleges, for directors of Catholic study clubs, convert classes, evidence guilds and 
the like. Imprimatur. (3/7. LC: 56-6125) 


van Zeller, Dom Hubert Sheed & Ward 
THE GOSPEL PRIESTHOOD $2.25 


Reflections on the priesthood and its personal requirements- this is aimed at 
awakening conscience. Hence the author's "jabs" at priestly worldliness in its several 
unbecoming forms. The “heart of the matter” is aimed at in each case; doctrinal positions 
together with practical observations and counsels are presented in refreshingly direct and 


cleancut manner, designed to use on a day of recollection rather than a retreat. Chapter — 
headings indicate the scope: The Essential Priesthood; The Compassionate Priesthood, The eS 


Preaching Priesthood, The Directing Priesthood, The Accessible Priesthood, The Common 
Priesthood. A book mainly for priests and seminarians. Imprimatur. (3/21. LC: 56-6128) 





Belgum, David Westminster 
CLINICAL TRAINING FOR PASTORAL CARE $3.00 


The gap felt by many ministers between formal seminary training and the paroch- 
ial ministry is the challenge met by this book. The author has special concern for the 
pastoral care of those who are ill in body, mind or both. He uses freely the insights 
into the dynamics of human behavior and inter-personal relationships which modern "depth 
psychology" has made increasingly available. He indicates ways in which the whole “team”, 
whose common aim is the health of the patient, may cooperate for the patient's good. The 
"team" includes doctors, social workers, occupational therapists, dieticians, chaplains. 
Case material is included to aid the minister as he meets similar problems in his own 
pastoral ministry. An increasing number of clergy are now receiving special clinical 
training in a hospital setting. This book should be especially helpful in interpreting 
their own experiences to them, and useful also to those who would avoid the many pitfalls 
confronting them as they try to help others. (4/23. LC: 56-5102) 


Robinson, H. Wheeler Westminster 
THE CROSS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT $3.00 


These speculative, challenging contributions for the Christian theologist and 
intellectual are here logically bound together over the generation of their separate a 
appearance in England:- namely, The Cross of Job, The Cross of the Servant, The Cross S&S 
of Jeremiah. Each volume discloses in the Old Testament some distinct forshadowing or 
outright embodiment of New Testament teaching, especially with regard to the purpose and 
Justification of human suffering. Provocative pieces, presented in an imaginative yet 
rigorous manner, and all written with excellent literary flavor. Protestant appeal. 


(3/5. LC: 56:5103) 
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Buck, Pearl John Day 
IMPERIAL WOMAN $4.95 


* The Empress Dowager, as the Western world knew her, is the central figure of 
this enthralling biographical novel told with much more authority than in a synthetic 
novel of 1954- Forbidden City by Muriel Jernigan, on the same theme. Pearl Buck, grow- 
ing up in China, knew her as a figure of awe, virtually a goddess, and has here told 
the story-book tale of her life, from concubine to one of the world's most powerful 
and terrifying figures. Fiction has been built around her - adventure stories have 
used the Forbidden City and the various famous palaces as settings. But as one reads 
this story, one feels that here is Tzu Hsi, concubine of the third ranx, ambitious, 
beautiful, intelligent far beyond her time. She loved one man only, Jung Lu, a cousin 
to whom she was plighted at the time she was chosen for the weakling emperor. But 
once within the palace, the lust for power became her controlling guide, and nothing 
was allowed to divert her. Pearl Buck has embroidered her story with glamorous de- 
tails of the aspects of the life of the fabulous court. She has drawn a wholly 
credible picture of the rivalries, the plots that constantly threatened the Dragon 
Throne. She has written into her main story numerous minor themes. But she never 
loses sight of Tzu Hsi in all her moods, in her brilliance and cruelty and ruthless- 
ness, in her growing hate for the foreigners that culminated in superstition giving 
release to the ill-fated Boxer Rebellion, in the compromises which marked the close 
of a reign that paralleled Victoria's in importance. A long novel, with a holding 
and compelling interest. April Literary Guild. (LC: 55-11370) 


Business Looking Up 


Perhaps there is only one absolutely sure Best Seller, but there are a good many 
books with a much better than even chance:- On intellectual snob appeal, the Marcel 
Proust, JEAN SANTEUIL (Simon & Schuster); for her special fans, Sylvia Townsend 
Warner's polished short stories, WINTER IN THE AIR (Viking); for a top drawer popu- 
lar market, FORBIDDEN AREA, Pat Frank (Lippincott) and Vina Delmar's biographical 
novel, BELOVED: (Harcourt, Brace). <A superior H. E. Bates, THE SLEEPLESS MOON (L.B.- 
AMP). A Dark Horse- above average- THE REWARD by Michael Barrett (Farrar, Straus). 
For the conservatives, a delightful novel of the old school, CHARLOTTE AND DR. JAMES 
by Guy McCrone (Farrar, Straus). A different sort of war novel- RED OVER GREEN by 
Robert Henriques (Viking). From these you should find substantial "new business". 


Reports follow. 
February 14 


Proust, Marcel Simon & Schuster 
JEAN SANTEUIL $5.95 


As James Joyce's Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man is to his masterpiece, 
Ulysses, so is Jean Santeuil to Proust's Remembrance of Things Past. It is the "first 
state" of that great novel, and in germ it contains most, if not all, of the themes 
which will form the mature work. The history of this novel is in itself fascinating. 
After the last world war, the unsuspected manuscript was found in Proust's famous 
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cork-lined room. All the great themes which were so deeply Proust's preoccupation- nature, 
love, jealousy, time, and above all memory- are in evidence. The novel is frankly auto- 
biographical in detail, and even uses, in part, the first person. This is Proust's first 
attempt to tell the story of his own life and to mirror the life around him. Already he 
shows that combination of sheer realism and pure poetry which are the hallmark of his 
later work. The complexity of the later book, the long sentences worked out with intri- 
cate perfection, the elaborate metaphors and philosophical passages are missing- as well 
as his explicit philosophy of time and space. But this is balanced by a freshness of 
observation and a certain youthful spontaneity. If Proust had written nothing else, this 
unpolished and unfinished work would rank him as a great writer... All devotees will of 
course welcome this book. But it is also possible that many readers who cannot labor 
through the subtleties and intricacies of the major work will find this a thoroughly 
readable novel of life in France at the start of the century. (LC: 55-12297) 





February 15 


Singh, Khushwant Grove Press 
MANO MAJRA $1.25 


Grove Press' prize-winning novel from India, chosen from 250 manuscripts for 
publication, is the story of the onslaught of partition and its effect on the small Pun- 
jabi village of Mano Majra, where Sikh landowner and Muslim tenant have lived peaceably 
for centuries. When the trains bearing corpses start going through the railroad town - 
Hindus slaughtered in Pakistan - and when agitating refugees appear to coalesce with local 
gangsters and goad the Sikh villagers to sabotage the train carrying their erstwhile Muslim 
brethren as refugees to Pakistan, Hukum Chand, the "Government", decides to turn the mis- 
taken jailing of two innocent parties on a murder charge to mass advantage. Jugga, known 
as a bad character to the police for raids and violence, is not really suspected of the 
murder of the moneylender because all know it was perpetrated by his ex-colleague Malli; & 
Iqbal Singh, social worker and Sikh, arrived in town after the murder but is booked as a 
Moslem Leaguer. Released on the night of intended violence, Iqbal drinks himself out of 
sacrifice, while Jugga acts (for his Moslem girl or against Malli) and saves the refugees 
as he falls to the bullets of fellow Sikhs. There is the wry realism of approach here 
that seems a part of the culture - as the author inspects the seamy sides of his good men 
as well as their assertions for good and presents a fascinating picture of the devious 
manipulation of group thought. (LC: 56-5725) 


Fischer, Markoosha Harper 
THE RIGHT TO LOVE $3.50 


This should be considered on two levels:- as a revealing portrait of what prac- 
tising Communism does to individuals in their personal lives; and as a novel. On the 
first score, she puts her purpose over, with illuminating background of the numbing ef- 
fect on independent thinking and acting of the Communist pattern of life, seen through 
the home of Natasha and Peter, broken by Peter's unwillingness to accept the strictures 
imposed by his wife and his son, Volik. Peter leaves with the Germans; his death at their 
hands is accepted as fact, actually he has become a slave worker, going from the Reds to 
the Nazis, and disintegrating as a personality. Maya, the daughter, is violently separ- 
ated from Steve, the American with whom she has fallen in love. And Volik goes his way, 
secure in his unchallenging adherence to the rules of the Party that has been his whole 
life. One sees- and believes. But on the level of a novel, the Russian-born wife of 
Louis Fischer lets her purpose run away with her story. It all becomes too pat. Natasha 
and Peter have not been able to sustain a home, against the difference in political think- 
ing. Maya's life has been broken by Party intervention. And the untouched Volik belatedly me 
discovers- when he falls in love with a German girl- that he, too, has not "the right to 
love". At almost no moment does the reader find himself caught up in the characters as 
people. They remain symbols. (LC: 54-12228) 
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February 16 
Powell, Anthony 


Farrar, Straus 
THE ACCEPTANCE WORLD $3.50 


The third in the series which began with A Question of Upbringing and A 
Buyer's Market, and which may well continue beyond the present volume, patterns a 
society and a generation with extreme skill if with no discernible narrative and at 
an unhurried pace.. So it is, that through occasional moments, and a number of people 
introduced in the earlier volumes, there are glimpses which form a collective view of 
what is now defined as the "acceptance world". This is a financial term here applied 
to many of these young people, like Nick Jenkins, the narrator, who has learned the 
price to be paid on a fluctuating exchange for certain values- say happiness, or love. 
Peter Templer whom he so admired in his university days is now married to the full- 
blown Mona, but loses her to the literary leftwinger, Quiggin; Jenkins himself renews 
his romance with Jean Templer; other marriages are dissolved- and new attachments 
form; and the poet Members, the spiritualist Mrs. Erdleigh, crotchety Uncle Giles fill 
in a cumulative perspective... Powell writes at a certain distance from all his char- 
acters; there is considerable irony and acumen- rather than the softer emotions- and 
he is an expert commentator at a level not likely to engage the average American 


reader. (LC: 56-5988) 


February ? 


Warner, Sylvia Townsend Viking 
WINTER IN THE AIR $3.50 


There's an element of surprise in the scope and variation evident in this 
collection of short stories- eighteen of them- from the pen of the creater of Lolly 
Willowes. Now and then there is a macabre sort of humor in the pen portraits - an 
ironic wit in the flashbacks, the attempts to recapture lost savors of youth. But 
even in such tales as Hee-Haw! and A Priestess of Delphi there's compassion as well. 
The Arsenic and Old Lace angle will occur to those who see dramatic possibilities in 
Under New Management. There's concentration on the pull of place and memory in stories 
such as Uncle Blair and A Passing Weakness. This her fourth collection of short stor- 
ies contains a good many that will be familiar to readers of The New Yorker. fn 
artistic achievement. (LC: 56-7082) 


March 2 


Ballard, Willis T. Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE PACKAGE DEAL $3.50 


A fast shuffle through TV struggles concerns Jerry Moore, a has-been writer 
for moving pictures, who is hired by Pat Burke and gambles a trip to California to 
take the job. He finds he is to make up for others' failures in trying to get a comic 
strip, Mister Detective, on film - and on a shoestring. To hold on to his chance to 
come back, he practises the necessary art of throat cutting and learns to be a bastard 
when he works up to producer. But he stumbles over the luscious piece of poison, 
Marianne Delaine, whose possibilities lure the flesh peddlers. Moore's old agent, 
Tanbaum, declares war; a shooting between the two backers whips Moore into trying to 
retrieve something from the ruins, but instead he gets Eda, whom he has always loved, 
to marry him. An idea for a new show, the chance to sell it - which comes through 
Tanbaum, via Eda, and there he is with another Marianne Delaine type for his leading 
lady...Doesn't get out of the small time. (LC: 56-6255) 
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Mayrant, Drayton Appleton-Century-Crofts 
ALWAYS A RIVER $3.75 





A story of contrasts makes its way from Puritan Dorchester Village to South 
Carolina and offers its hero, Sandy Purbeck, his choice between two ways of living and 
loving. Conditioned to second place because of his brother, Peregrine's handsome, bold 
cleverness, Sandy is spurred into getting his teaching certificate at Harvard when Gentle- 
ness Goodman chooses him, and meets the irrepressible Shannon Couturier, from New London, 
S. C. When Ness is drowned trying to save her cat from destruction as a demon - and 
Peregrine apparently drowned too in attempts to rescue Ness, Sandy joins the mission to 
carry the church to the British colony in Carolina and there learns something of other 
persecuted religions through the Huguenot Lenoirs, Nicole in particular, whose frivolity 
masks her courage and faith. He helps to fight the buccaneers, helps with M. Lenoir's 
sericulture, treats with the Cusabo Indians and watches the clash between Puritan strict- 
ness and the gentle land, climate and people it has come to save. Peregrine's appearahce- 
and interest in Nicole - adds complications which are dissolved when he turns out to be 
an ally of the buccaneers and Couturier is of help when Sandy plans for Peregrine's escape. 
And it takes a small sized witch hunt to free Sandy for his Nicole. Busy, but not hurried, 
this is happier in setting and incident than character. (LC: 56-6004) 





March 7 


Giles, Janice Holt Houghton, Mifflin 
HANNAH FOWLER $3.75 


A plain woolsey of pioneering days relies on sentiment, on steady and sturdy 
virtues, and on the sobering annals of lives well weathered by hardship. The year turns 
back to 1778 when Hannah Moore, headed up the Kentucky River with her father- suffering 
from a festering axe wound- would have been stranded there were it not for Tice Fowler, 
met in the woods. Tice tries to save her father but cannot, and then brings Hannah back 
alone to Logan's Fort. With many men to choose from it is still: Tice she wants and to 
whom she proposes. They raise a house together; there is a rough winter in which their 
animals starve- and wolves attack; and finally Hannah, carrying a second child, is alone 
in the house which two marauding Indians burn to the ground while taking her captive. 
There is the long march- and finally her escape, after she is forced to kill for the first 
time... A dependable, durable, rather than romantic reworking of incidents within the 
familiar frame of this period- this is largely for women. (LC: 56-5606) 





March 9 


Oliver, Jane Putnam 
SING, MORNING STAR $3.75 


An llth century landscape backgrounds the story of Malcolm Canmore and Margaret, 
the exiled Saxon princess, born in Hungary, whose religious devotion was, for a time, an 
obstacle to their marriage. A warrior of Scotia, conquering to become King of Strathclyde, 
marrying to keep an alliance with the Norsemen, Malcolm found no friendship with Edward 
the Confessor and, with disunity after Edward's death, gave refuge to Margaret's family 
when William the Conqueror, dismissed the titular King of England, Edgar, her brother. 
Margaret's piety found room for love for widowed Malcolm; her desire for peace strengthened 
when conditions imposed by William drove him to battle. Reform and refinement were other 
aims that she accomplished with her compromises within the church, with her introduction 
of a civilized way of life, and her dying visions foresaw her beloved husband's death. 

A love story from history, this brings a human touch to legendary figures and a recognized 
saint. (LC: 56-6493) 
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March 19 


Harris, Mark _ Knopf 
BANG THE DRUM SLOWLY $3.50 


A baseball novel is really not about baseball, but about the last months of 
Bruce Pearson, third string catcher on the New York Mammoths, as told by Henry "Author" 
Wiggens who wrote The Southpaw (Bobbs Merrill- 1953). In the words of Katie, who is 
ready to marry Bruce- for his insurance- Bruce, a Georgia farm boy, is "not only from 
the country but he is dumb from the country, and on top of that from the dumbest part 
of the country there is". So that the team, and its owners, and its manager, do not 
understand Author's protective sponsorship of Bruce- which begins when he hears the 
verdict out in Rochester, Minnesota, which continues when he has Bruce written in as 
a clause on his new contract although he can only be a liability to the team. Through 
the season, the Mammoths close in on the pennant- but time runs out for Bruce although 
none suspect it until the news leaks out- by September. Bruce collapses- on the field- 
but goes home to die- and it is only Author who shows up for the funeral... A book 
which has its sad, funny, human and holding moments- but which demands an audience 
which is ready to play ball. The first book should help to indicate these readers. 
(LC: 56-5771) 


Hartley, L. P. Knopf 
A PERFECT WOMAN $3.95 


Perhaps not as catching a book as The Go-Between, certainly the reader's 
emotions are not as likely to become engaged, but a poised and pointed, assured and 
amused drama of disturbed personal relationships. Isabel Eastwood is the perfect woman, 
but her marriage to Harold is not altogether perfect; she has a Bovaryesque conscious- 
ness of a world wider than her London suburban lot. Harold Eastwood is an accountant, 
as correct as his figures and dedicated to the gospel of conformity. And it is Alex- 
ander Goodrich, an author and a chance acquaintance, who disrupts their settled exis- 
tence. To Isabel, Alec is the answer to her literary leanings and she is anxious to 
free him from the encroachments of Elspeth and her "malignant fidelity" which has dom- 
inated his looks and his life. To Harold, he is a doubtful, irregular and somewhat 
suspicious character- but responsible for many new and profitable clients. Alec's 
interest in Irma, a gently appealing Austrian girl in their local lub, is encouraged- 
particularly by Isabel until Harold is the one who becomes involved, and Isabel has 
her chance with Alec. His last book which feeds on these situations and provides some 
cruel, posthumous revelations, is an ironic end- and a new beginning for Harold and 
Isabel... L. P. Hartley writes with great care, control- and at leisure, and he minis- 
ters to the minority of more selective readers. (LC: 56-5772) 


Moberg, Vilhelm Knopf 
WHEN I WAS A CHILD $3.50 


The trilogy of which we have had The Emigrants and Unto a Good Land is unre- 
lated to this, which is set wholly in Sweden, in a backward rural community of only 
two industries (glass making and lumbering), at the turn of the century and into the 
early years of the 20th century. Valter was the youngest of seven, six sons and a 
daughter of a soldier of the Crown. They knew poverty but not real want, until the 
father was mustered out, blind and sick from diabetes. Then he was given meat while 
Hulda, his wife, and two remaining sons, Gunnar and Valter, eat fish and potatoes. 

But even so the father sickened and died. Before he died he asked that one remain 
behind, not go- as the others had- to America. But Gunnar went- and died. And at 
the end Valter determined to stay with his mother. There is little of action- only 
the process of growing to man's estate- of early memories, of school, of church, of 
working, of growing interest in fellow man and Socialism, of accepting responsibility. 
Limited. (LC: 56-5773) - 
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Frank, Pat Lippincott 
FORBIDDEN AREA | $3.50 


A solid suspense tale converts the supposition of Russian attack into reality 
with the planting of minutely trained and conditioned human weapons at U.S. air force 
bases prior to an all out, massive blow to destroy its industrial potentials. Trying 
to outguess Russian strategy is the Intentions of the Enemy Group in Washington, a cross- 
section of services and government, which correlates information from every source and 
attempts a forecast of things to come, and, as B-99s, equipped with latest defence de- 
vices, continue to vanish, their findings point to a Christmas Eve deadline. The Group's 
report is discarded; its individual members are unable to convince or persuade any VIP of 
their prediction; public opinion is ready to ground the B-99 as unsafe. A lead comes from 
Havana and a runaway banker; another from a young couple who have withheld information 
about a night landing a year earlier but are now reporting another shore meeting; one of 
the Group's theory about explosives is proved and the B-99s are safe to hunt down the wave 
of oncoming Russian submarines together with the Navy, in a beat-the-clock ending. Along 
with the minutiae of international attitudes and events, of bold application, of logical 
steps, of services and governmental thinking, are the stories of the people involved, with 
a special accent on the romance of Katherine Hume and Jess Price of the Group, which sub- 
stantiate a fact-finding and fear-making up to the minute story. Serialized as Seven 
Days To Never, this should have an over all popular market. (LC: 56-6417) 


March 22 


Delmar, Vina Harcourt, Brace 
BELOVED $3.95 


* Bracket this for handling, type of biographical novel, scope, with books by 
Irving Stone, by Harnett Kane - rather than the somewhat less fictional approach of 
Catherine Drinker Bowen. But there's your market for this soundly researched story of 
Judah Benjamin, one of the world's great lawyers, and assuredly the most important figure 
in the political history of the Confederacy. Benjamin was born in St. Thomas (this later 
proved important in his acceptance as British and his admission to the bar in London); 
he spent most of his childhood in Charleston, South Carolina- and from there matriculated 
at 14 at Yale, from which he was dropped because of a deliberately planted charge against 
him; he went to New Orleans, and through incredible concentration, became a lawyer and 
rapidly rose to universal recognition and acceptance, despite the fact that he was a Jew. 
His marriage to a Louisiana Creole was a strange one- but was perhaps the dominant per- 
sonal note in his life. Natalie Benjamin loved him to his death - devotedly- but she 
was, in modern terms, a nymphomaniac, and paid him off for his devotion to his career 
by taking a succession of men, and ultimately by moving to Paris, where she and their 
daughter lived for forty years of the "marriage". But Benjamin never swerved in his 
whole-hearted, often compassionate and always understanding, worship of Natalie. With 
the secession of Louisiana, Benjamin resigned from the Senate and was appointed to Davis' 
Cabinet, where he served in various roles throughout the war. Mrs. Delmar's handling of 
this phase of Benjamin's life deserves particular commendation. For the first time- in 
this reader's experience- Benjamin emerges as a man who has taken the buffets of abuse 
despite the fact that the disasters for which he was blamed belong firmly on the door- 
step of President Davis. Benjamin grows in stature, in warmth of his human relations, 
in breadth of vision, in generosity. An absorbing story. (LC: 56-5336) 
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March 23 


Mally, E. Louise Appleton-Century-Crofts 
ABIGAIL $3.75 


The agitation of abolition becomes personal when Abigail Williams decides 
to join the fight against slavery and only agrees to visit her mother's Louisville 
relatives because of the chance she may have to help escaping Negroes. There, the 
contrast to her life in Albany, the determined courting of her cousin, Randolph 
Harrison, the flattery and ease pave the way for her marriage to Rank, a thing much 
desired by the Harrisons who are deep in debt to her banker father. Lulled by her 
passion for Rank, she is brutally brought back to her beliefs when Rank shoots one 
of his slaves in the uprising following the news of Harper's Ferry; she learns of 
Rank's affair with colored Melissa and helps the wounded man escape to the under- 
ground railroad. Imprisoned by the Harrisons, she too is helped to freedom by Jeff 
Dykes, a neighbor but not recognized as "a gentleman", and they travel through the 
underground to set her on her way to Albany. There she learns of Rank's death while 
pursuing them - and waits for Jeff to claim her for a newer, freer life in Minnesota. 
A thoughtful pacing of old trails,this builds a pre-Civil War south into its story 
of a woman's emotional and intellectual integrity. (LC: 56-7041) 


Heriat, Philippe Putnam 
THE SPOILED CHILDREN $3.95 


A bitter-edged arraignment of a wealthy, predatory French family continues 
the history of the Boussardels (the earlier book did not appear here) through the eyes 
of the renegade Agnes who is still bound to those she condemns. After two years in 
America where she has known Norman, loved him, lived with him, but broken with him 
because their backgrounds were too alien, she returns home. Her welcome is thin for 
the Boussardels suspect she may have married an outsider, respect only wealth and 
have achieved a certain solidarity of marriages arranged to conserve their fortune. 
Xavier, a cousin, formerly tubercular (the strain of this sickness has also been 
conserved) avoids a planned choice for his future. So that Agnes, when she finds 
herself pregnant after she sees Norman on his way through Paris, turns to Xavier who 
agrees to marry her and assume paternity for the child. When this news reaches the 
Boussardels they do not hesitate to reveal to Xavier the truth which drives him to 
his death... In a capable translation by Gerard Hopkins, this is a delicately, re- 
lentlessly observed novel of inbred relationships. (LC: 55-5666) 


March 26 


Barker, Dudley Holt 
THIS GREEN AND PLEASANT LAND $3.75 


The incursion of industry in a placid, pleasant English community, "progress" 
and some of its unpleasant concomitants, forms a workmanlike novel with solid founda- 


‘tions. Gulport is to be the scene of the new steel mill which brings with it many 


outsiders; Appleton, from Power & Industry, tortured by his physical bondage to his 
wife; Heron, the object of his jealousy; Charles Neve, an attractive young engineer 
with memories of a childhood on the dole which make him truculent; the Gazzards, Sir 
Russell- a self-made man with a new title, and his son Andrew. Opposing them are some 
of the local fishermen- and Sir Charles Melmoth, whose squirearchy has weakened along 
with his personal finances. And his daughter, Liz, while more attracted to Charles 
Neve, marries Andrew for the security of his wealth. There are incidents of protest 
and violence- a strike and sabotage- before the mill is completed, and Liz has equated 
her marriage to Andrew... Unenlivened, unexceptional. (LC: 56-7723) 
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March 27 20 


Clune, Henry Macmillan 
THE BIG FELLA $3.95 


Third of the current political novels, this will have tough sledding against 
the warm, compassionate and at times humorous novel of Frank Skeffington, demagogue, last 
of the big bosses, in The Last Hurrah by Edwin O'Connor. For here again is a novel about 
@ politician. Dan Herne, who rose from a job in the railroad yard to be city boss, is 
more likable as the president of the Athletic Club than as the big politician- and more 
credible. One never quite believes that a man who considers himself undeviatingly honest 
can be lured by the sight of easy money into "collecting dues" from cat houses, gambling 
joints and bars, open at illegal hours. Nor that a hunk of bills, in consideration of 
contracts assigned, jobs delivered and so on, could become quite so much a matter of course. 
As for the sporadic drinking bouts- and the blondé mistress on the side, these too are re- 
corded- but the drive of ambition on the one hand and of physical appetites on the other 
seem never quite in character for a man who has won the loyalty of his associates. Cor- 
ruption at high levels and low outweighs the magnetism that is insisted on, but never re- 
vealed. One never really believes in Dan Herne... Clune's earlier book, By His Qwn Hand, 
introduced him as a novelist of character. (LC: 56-7291) 


King, Francis Pantheon 
THE DARK GLASSES $2.95 


A short, concise novel of an episode on Corfu shatters the isolated world of 
Patrick Orde, English husband of Greek Iris, when their return to her home lets loose old 
passions and reveals new ones. For Iris had loved their bailiff, Christo, while they were 
growing up together, and she finds that love still alive when she comes back; Patrick is 
aroused by Christo's niece, Soula, deliberately wins the friendship of her brother, Stavro, 
and is caught when their father, taking the dying Christo's place, is proved to be a swind- 
ler and cheat. Iris' good works do not compensate for Christo's death; Patrick's entangle- 
ment with Soula brings Stavro's enmity; the scandal promised by their father, along with 
Iris' feelings of futility, drives them away in a sudden rush. When the news that Stavro 
has killed Soula reaches them, Patrick's broken dark glasses reflect the morbid world which 
he had refused to recognize before. Countryside and character in contrast - and complement. 


March 28 


Ayme, Marcel Harper 
THE GREEN MARE $3.00 


Printed in France in 1933,this is the first English appearance - unblinkingly 
translated by Norman Denny - of the Claquebue feud of the Haudoins and the Malorets which 
is rooted, not only in politics, personal feelings and religion, but also in a hidden 
scandal about the Haudoins' mother. Along with the stratagems of the local politicans, 
the Republicans and the Clericals, is the counterpoint of comment from the Green Mare's 
portrait, the jade green animal who had started farmer—horse-coper Haudoin's fortunes and 
whose picture watches over the family outcroppings of sex, cupidity, envy and vengeance. 
Pitted against each other are the brothers Ferdinand, an unhappy, tremulously ambitious 
veterinary, and Honore, a contented, earthy farmer. But they are united against the idea 
of Zephe Maloret becoming mayor, in their attempts to find a lost letter and in repaying 
Zephe's betrayal of their mother. Honore, escaping the amorous intent of Zephe's daughter, 
effects reprisals through Zephe's wife, before Zephe and his son...Calculated and sly, 
this frankly surveys sexual habits and customs and contemplates a countryside as common- 
place as it is erotic. Blithe and not vulgar in its Gallic amusements. (LC: 55-8038) 
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March 28 


Harrington, Evans Harper 
THE PRISONERS $3.00 


To prove that prison can be the breaking of a man- and the making of a 
criminal- this tells the story of young Johnny Graves, who has served his term in a 
southern prison well- and deserves the parole blocked by his cruel sergeant Gwin. 
Assistant Warden Walker knows there is good stuff in the boy, but he too is the 
prisoner of a system in which politics, a new warden, and an old hangover of ignor- 
ant sergeants all play a part. Johnny, resentful and restive, makes one escape 
attempt, is shot, and left with a lame leg; his troublemaking leads to successive 
infractions until he finally makes a break, learns that his wife no longer loves 
him, and is taken- by a posse- to return to prison and a now hopeless future... 
A first novel which develops its argument rather than its characters- but actions 
still speak louder than words... Passable. (LC: 55-10709) 


March ?? 


Chevallier, Gabriel Simon & Schuster 
THE WICKED VILLAGE $3.50 


Further in the chronicles of the village of Clochemerle (for those who re- 
member the earlier book of that name), this continues its disrespectful tabulation of 
the prenuptial and extra-conjugal activities of its inhabitants. It also reflects 
the changing character of the life here in the '30's as with the death of conciliatory 
Cure Ponosse an epoch ends and ushers in the "new Babylon” to which motor cars, a 
cinema, a modernized inn and its wanton waitress Flora all contribute. A more Cal- 
vinistic curate replaces Ponosse, condemns Clochemerle not only for its sins of the 
flesh but also for the wines of its vineyards. And the wickedness of the village 
reaches new heights- or depths- not only with its three unwed young mothers, but 
with two fallen widow women, the admitted but not assumed responsibility of its only 
unemployed- Tistin... A shrewd, sportive, ribald, pastoral portrait- intent on 
naughtiness, but will an American audience incline? (LC: 56-6669) 


April 3 


Shirer, William L. Little, Brown 
THE CONSUL'S WIFE | $3.50 


A story of an uprising in a Sikh province of India, before the British with- 
drawal, and of the part played in it by the Leightons, he the American consul, and 
Ilka, the consul's wife, a lovely Hungarian. Leighton was close to the point of re- 
call, ill of malaria, troubled by the revolt of the natives which he felt could have 
been avoided by the British Resident, disturbed over his teen age daughter's passion- 
ate determination to stay in Pawancore and marry a glamorous Sikh lawyer, and above 
all, worried over the charges levied that his beloved wife is affiliated with the 
revolutionists. In the few days covered by the story, the rebellion comes to bloody 
conclusion, Leighton's efforts to stem the violence fail - and Ilka's finds herself 
helplessly enmeshed in the plot to murder the British Governor, Lord Stanhope. The 
sensational plot is acted out against the setting of a teeming, unhappy, tropical 
land, but the characters are puppets, and the plot seems synthetic, contrived. 
Shirer's gifts lie more in the realm of reporting than creative writing, and the 
book carries none of the assured tone of the professional novelist. (LC: 56-6761) 
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April 4 


Brown, Joe David Morrow e t | 
KINGS GO FORTH $3.50 


The story of Lt. Sam Loggins is a story of two wars - that which he is fighting 
with a forward observation crew for artillery liaison and the one within himself about 
young T/5 Britt Harris, a replacement radio operator, whom he first distrusts, learns to | 
admire and then despises. Harris makes like a hero too quickly, handles all the angles 
with confidence, stands up under unceasing shellfire and demands made on courage with 
competence until Loggins at last can commend him. On leave, Loggins meets the wealthy 
American, Mrs. Blair, and her sheltered daughter, Monique, but it is Harris with whom 
Monique falls in love and his Southern blood, which cannot surmount the fact of her 
Negro father, drives her to suicide. From then on hate controls Loggins’ dealings with i 
Harris, forces them into a long chance assignment - of locating and directing fire on ! 
enemy supplies - drives him to a deadly vengeance when Harris betrays his cowardice and 
treachery, and leaves him a maimed casualty. Solidly set in its war background, the first 
person narration mounts to a melodramatic climax for a strong, masculine story. (LC: 56-6363) 


April 5 


Manchester, William Doubleday 
SHADOW OF THE MONSOON $4.50 V 


The setting of Delhi and a Himalayan hill town makes a turgid background for 
the maturing in love of two Americans who meet in India. Spike Wiley, an American biolo- 
gist, with a phobia about gore and death after his war experiences, meets Katie and her 
English husband, Peter Becker. Katie too is living out illusions in an unreal marriage, 
and Peter, a kerosene salesman, in desperation sabotages Spike's inoculation program in = 
order to win the regard of the Rajani and sell the district. Katie, remorseful because 
she has slept with Spike, goes along with Peter on the invitation of the Rajani to a 
leopard hunt. When the leopard is wounded unwillingly by Katie, he turns on Peter and 
kills him, then goes on a maddened trail of blood. Spike assumes Katie's determination 
to kill the wounded animal, and releases himself from his old fears.As in its predecessor, 
The City of Anger, Manchester is interested in the local political scene and in counter- 
point to the love story plays the battle for power in the hill town- the big play, as the 
sadhu is stymied by the death of the Rajani after the sadhu has promised the restoration 
of his health. Repetitive and static in characterization, this still has its moments of 
drama, its elements of personal and public danger, its large cast of characters and the 
exotic background to appeal to readers demanding these ingredients. A man's book, perhaps, 
rather than a woman's, and for some a good choice. (LC: 56-6540) 
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Chanslor, Roy Little, Brown 
THE BALLAD OF CAT BALLOU $3.50 


See 


Based on a presumable bunkhouse ballad, this creates a new legend out of the 
old west- that of high spirited, hot blooded Cat Ballou who rode to avenge the death 
of her parents. Cat, like her mother before her, was to be loved by one man and lusted 
after by many others- and was left with an unappeasable hatred when her mother and father 
were killed by a herd deliberately stampeded by the rancher Adam Field. Jailed- for the 
deliberate and deserved killing of Field, Cat sends an appeal to an unknown lover, the 
outlaw Clay Boone, who comes to save her and takes her to his mountain roost. Clay. is 
later jailed and Cat is left to bear his child alone- and endure the unreasonable passion | 
of his younger brother. Again she too is behind bars- and again Clay saves her- this time 4 ) 
to take her out of the territory toward the start of a new life in Oregon... Flashing guns 
compete here with the fleshier temptations and the prairie assumes- not a more civilized- 
but a contemporary allure. Unbridled. 
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April 10 


Bates, H. E. Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
THE SLEEPLESS MOON $h .00 


* H. E. Bates, with perhaps his finest book in some years, returns to the mood 
of his earliest work and his latest short stories, as against his more obviously popu- 
lar writing of the war years (Fair Stood the Wind for France, etc.). Here, in a rural 
tragedy, there is that particular sensitivity to the countryside and its seasonal 
changes which matches and accentuates the emotional character of his narrative. This 
is the story of two rather hapless, helpless people- Constance and Melford Turner- 
Constance, whose great shyness attracts Melford, a man of almost forty, of fixed 
habits and deepseated sexual aversions. So that when Melford is unable to conceal 
his impotence, Constance becomes more and more reclusive and there are the long nights 
alone and awake. It is the acquaintance, and then the affair, with Frankie, a casual, 
cheap, piano player in the local cinema, which gives some meaning to her life and 
eases the bitterness of her repudiation- now even greater as Melford for the first 
time is capable of a relationship with a woman- the daughter of the landlady of a 
nearby pub. But as Frankie seems to slip away from her, and then leaves her, there 
is the saddening, frightening change in Constance- her "breaking grasp on things"- 
and the inevitable ending which has been foreshadowed throughout the book... A gentle, 
haunted, and we use the word advisedly, beautiful book- which still may assure a great- 
er critical than popular enthusiasm. (LC: 56-5927) 


Scribner 


Hagopian, Richard i 
WINE FOR THE LIVING +I $3.95 

A second (Faraway The Spring) tragi-comic transcription of alien strains in 
the new world takes much of its authenticity from the extravagantly expressive idiom 
of its foreign born. In a small town, Revere, Massachusetts, the Aroians (Armenians ) 
and Cataldos (Italians), neighbors, observe strict national boundaries. Only the 
children cross them- young Paul Aroian in his forbidden friendship for Mario and 
Elinor Cataldo. In the sequence of scenes which follow, Fonzi Cataldo, a wild six- 
teen, dies in a car crash; Ara Aroian, Paul's father, submits to many indignities at 
the hands of his wife's brother Atanas, with his patronizing, civilizing supervision 
of the family; Atanas, a "Constantinople sheik", holds a rendezvous in the willows 
with the wife of Ara's friend; Paul, in his friendship with the barber- also frowned 
upon- learns of a whole new world of music, and wastes away when the barber dies... 
A portrayal which ranges with a freedom of feeling through a variety of episodes, 
lusty, ludicrous, sad but not sombre,- this is circumscribed in its appeal by the 
immigrant sphere which it reproduces with sincerity and accuracy. (LC: 56-5662) 


April ; {7 


Heuman, William Morrow 
STRICTLY FROM BROOKLYN $3.00 


~.+. is Manny Keefe, a staunch reporter of this borough- and its ball team, 
Mabel- his wife, their three kids, and Grandpa Keefe- nailed to his radio and second 
guessing every game. Mabel thinks of a house on the island- but Manny thinks twice 
of the weekdays commuting and the weekends cutting the grass; their daughter, Barbara, 
becomes estranged from her Bill- and Manny is unable to rearrange their romance; 
Mabel becomes a Liberace fan- which leads to words- and sleeping on the couch, and 
a broken television set; Mabel's tenacious matchmaking does not yield to Manny's 
opinions and ends in a damp fishing outing; and there is a hot- and for Manny- heroic 
Sunday on the Long Island roads and the return home to find that Grandpa has fixed up 
Barbara and Bill... Along with the genial grousing, there's some warm-hearted senti- 
ment to give these off the record incidents a likable and familiar feel- even outside 
of Flatbush. (LC: 56-5675) 
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April 7% | 4 


Astrachan, Sam Farrar, Straus 
AN END TO DYING $3.50 





A doleful, if occasionally elegiac, history of a heritage weaves back and forth 
from the East Bronx to Russia, and gives only a thin fictional application to what is ob- 
viously a racial and family record. Sam Star, a young man of 19, tells the story of the 
Kagans- later Cohens- in the first person, goes back three generations to his great grand- 
father- a fur peddler in the Ukraine, to his son- Abraham, and to the eleven sons and one ’ 
daughter (Sam's mother) decended from Abraham. Of the many brothers, Jacob was a flashing | 
figure- and as the world widened before him- from a small village to Minsk and St. Peters- 
burg- created a lumber empire. His mother Eshka (Esther) married a doctor, Starobinetz 
(Star), and as the persecutions of the Jews continued- migrated to America with five of 
her brothers. Much of the account centers here on the long torment of his parents’ death- 
both from cancer- and the dismal agony for the boy as well. And with the "end to dying"- 
there is a postcript to his youth which takes him on to Paris...A religio-racial portrait, 
of greater meaning to the writer who is assessing and assimilating his genesis, than to 
others- and there is a heavy idiom and inflection. (LC: 56-6161) 











Barrett, Michael a" Farrar, Straus 
THE REWARD »'* $3.00 V 


Vp 


* The reward is 500,000 pesos for the apprehension of Stephen Darnley, an English- 
man, for the intentional kidnapping and unintentional murder of a girl- and it is the smell 
of money- and the stench of death- which pervades and predominates over this gaunt tale of 
pursuit across a South American desert wasteland. Darnley is betrayed by Neale, another 
Englishman whom he had once known, and Neale- along with a local Inspector Carvajal- and 
four others- form a posse which catches up with Darnley and his young wife in short order. 
It is the return which is an ordeal of guilt- and regret- for Neale; of unspoken reproach- | 
for the Darnleys; of increasing hunger- and thirst for them all. Greed does not slacken | 
its grip and the knowledge that Darnley whether "dead or alive" is equally valuable is an | 
invitation- to kill- and there are other incidents of violence so that it is Neale alone } 
who returns alive- with the now meaningless promise of the reward... This has been compared 
with Traven's Treasure of the Sierra Madre~ and it is spare, sombre and highly effective. | 
(LC: 56-5761) 


Dinneen, Joseph | Farrar, Straus 
UNDERWORLD U.S.A. /|\L0 $3.75 


and postmortemed the Brink's robbery in Anatomy of a Crime (Scribner) and now applies 

much the same technique to a criminal career. This is again a "documentary study” in 
which facts, presumably from the files, have only a slight fictional cover and Boston, 

it might be anywhere, is the city where Carlton "Fingers” Tolland exercised his for many 
years unrestrained talents. A syndicate, headed by Earl Connors, did more to curb him 
than the police; froze him out at one point; forced him to marry Marjory. An early re- 
formatory sentence led to many years at large- in spite of an incredible number of ar- 
rests and 46 entries on his probation record. Until finally after a long overdue sentence, 
he came out from jail to engage in the stick-up of an armored car and a take of three 
quarters of a million. Once again free after a trial in which everyone except the jury 
found him guilty, he found himself abandoned by his friends, left with money he could not a ' 
spend at a point of no return...A liberal education in crime, its organization and opera- 

tion during the '20's and '30's, this is capable reportage. (LC: 56-7819) 


Dinneen, a crime reporter for the Boston Globe for some 25 years, paralleled | 
i 
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Apri} ?? 2/ 20 


McCrone, Guy Farrar, Straus 
CHARLOTTE AND DR. JAMES $3.50 


* A charming story told on two levels, as Margaret Raymond, widow, returns 
to her childhood home in Glasgow, and - during her beloved doctor grandfather's ill- 
ness, explores the story of his romance - and finds its parallels in her own. It is 
a trick- let's confess it- that has been used before, butsGuy McCrone, of Red Plush 
fame, has a deft touch, and the two stories, told in counterpoint, provide enticing 
fare. The rugged old surgeon had served his apprenticeship in medicine - and love- 
against difficult odds, and his wife, who still adores him, is reluctant that her 
granddaughter learn the story with all its uwnconventionalities. But in final analysis, 
it is that story of a period long past that seems more real than her own hesitant ap- 
proach to romance with a young doctor whose very likeness to himself in youth had won 
the old surgeon's respect, affection and faith. A heart-warming tale, refreshingly 
old fashioned. (LC: 56-6157) 


Sheehy, Rt. Rev. Maurice S. Farrar, Straus 
THE PRIESTLY HEART $2.75 


Father Sheehy's love of man has been ever present in his writing (Head Over 
Heels (1951), Six O'Clock Mass (1952)) and here again, in his story of a dying priest, 
he is warmly concerned, not only with 28 year old Father Joe and his offering of pain, 
but with a nurse and an old sailor who have fallen away from the Faith. Hospitalized 
by a coronary occlusion after having been a priest for only three years, six months 
and seven days, Father Joe looks forward to outstripping others in his race toward 
God, prays for the miracle of sitting up to bring the nurse to confession and is com- 
forted by her help in the sailor's death bed conversion. And with his mother's death, 
he knows he is free to die in the fullness of his devotion. An inspirational, devout 
novelette for Catholics. Imprimatur. (LC: 56-6156) 


Teilhet, Darwin Funk & Wagnalls 
THE ROAD TO GLORY $3.75 


Based on Father Junipero Serra's work with the California Indians, this 
follows bastard Hugo Oconor when he is banished from Mexico for ridiculing the Vice- 
roy and sent to High California to establish original surveys for the purpose of 
proving that Serra and his missions are jeopardizing the settlers’ land titles. 

Hugo's travels, by land and water, give him information about the freebooting of 
quicksilver, so necessary in mining silver, and cinnabar, the source of quicksilver; 
they introduce him to Marica, whose parents are to settle above Monterey; they win 
him enemies and a new friend in Father Serra, whose pure beliefs, love for the Indians 
and the country and warm humanity undermine Hugo's worldly ambitions. Escape from 
the smugglers and thieves, travels with Serra to the missions and settlements, lo- 
cating the cinnabar mine, saving Marica and a last fight with his most vicious enemy, 
bring him to his final choice - to renounce the advantages of being the Viceroy's 
illegitimate son and to stay in the new land, with Marica. A warm picture of the 
great missionary in his last year and a pleasant pace to the adventuring. (LC:56-7771) 


Holden, Curry Henry Holt 
THE HILL OF THE ROOSTER $3.50 75 


An anthropology professor at the Texas Institute traces a trail of vengeance 
in a tale of the Yaqui Indians as they sought to evade Mexican land conquest. From the 
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root of a massacre sprang a bitter flower - for when Chepa saw her mother and baby brother 
killed, she vowed to kill as many Mexicans as had participated in a raid which disposed 
of men by deportation, children by adoption, and the rest by murder. Colonel Ramos, then 
a captain obeying orders with misgivings, typified the enemy for her, while for Teta he 
indicated kindness, sending him off with his father instead of separating him. As adults, 
Teta and Chepa meet in a clashing love match, marry and merge their marauding bands. 
Despite efforts at the conference table arranged by Yaqui General Caumea and Mexican 
Colonel Ramos, the Yaqui fight on unable to accept the compromise of five acres apiece 
offered them by Mexicans of land they already consider theirs. There is an effort here 
to separate the responsible Yaqui leadership and raiding for supplies alone from the cri- 
minal pillage and murder of other members, but it is Teta's foray on a ranch for horses 
that leads to the battle of the Hill of the Rooster, where Chepa fells Ramos, her 200th 
and last mark, and dies with Teta in the siege. While the background and story line do 
merge completely, this has drawing qualities. (LC: 56-7057) 


April wy \2 


Henriques, Robert Viking 
RED OVER GREEN $3.95 


While in final analysis this would have to be called a British war novel, somehow 
the war seems to be played in counterpoint to the main theme- the story of Maurice Barry, 
lawyer, and his channels of escape from the mess he has made of his personal life. His 


wife is a good many years older, and an invalid, in the hands of a succession of specialists. 


Guilty, self-condemnatory, he yet feels impelled to seek emotional outlets elsewhere. Kate 
seems to be the answer- a slip of a girl, who came to him to get a divorce - and who gives 


him immense satisfaction as lover and companion. But a friend of the family, George Hather- 
ley-Cooke, has another answer- participation in the reserves unit that he is enthusiastically 


training for the war he feels is inevitable. Barry resists; resists too "H-C's” desire to 
have him take over a big new development in which he hopes to make a fortune when the war 
comes. Kate tries again and again to break with Barry, feeling it a dead-end street; she 
allows herself to get involved with one of Barry's friends, Peter, then with "H-C" himself; 
she goes to the Continent; Barry is haunted by his need for her, torn by his love for his 
wife. And next he enlists as a private, a bungling, inadequate private. But finally, 

when the period of the phony war ends, and he must find himself more fully in the war ef- 
fort, he takes his commission and gets himself assigned to a Commando unit, under his old 
friend, "H-C". The reader is shunted back and forth,- now on the emotional merry-go-round, 
now on the progress of Barry's bit of the war. The actual raid, build up and performance 
and aftermath in hospital, brings the threads of the story together, and comes up with the 
“inevitable answer to Barry's and Kate's romance. Interesting, if not wholly realized on 
the characterization level. The minor characters are superb. (LC: 56-6282) 


BLOOD AND GORE 


April 5 


Simenon, Georges | ae Fd 
THE WITNESSES and THE WATCHMAKER $3.95 


Another tandem telling of crime in relation to others than the killer does not 
here involve Maigret. The first is a self examination of a French judge trying an ac- 
cused murderer and, identifying himself with the accused, checking innocent trivialities, 
results in the recognition that he too could be judged culpable. The second is an Ameri- 
can scene and follows the father of a 16 year old boy, who, when caught with his girl, 
admits to theft and murder and repudiates all his life with his father. Precision jobs 
for the fans. (LC: 56-5966) 
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February 1, 1956 Mysteries- No Science Fiction -103- 
April 5 


| ae Upfield, Arthur W. Doubleday 
THE MAN OF TWO TRIBES $2.75 


A geophysical tour of the Nullabor Plain really opens it wide for Australia's 
if Bony in his search for vanished Myra Thomas, acquitted of murder. Checking the last 
| trap line of a dead trapper, his guides through the desert wilderness are two camels 
and a dog; he is imprisoned in a tunnel with 6 released murderers- and a new corpse; 
he brings his new chums back to civilization and justice. Over much for down under. 


(LC: 56-6534) 


Wells, Anna Mary Doubleday 
THE NIGHT OF MAY THIRD $2.75 


Subversion uses a racial weapon when Emily Everett, who lives with her liberal 
husband David in a neighborhood into which many Negroes have moved, wakes up to find 
the body of a Negro- in her room- shot presumably with David's gun. Emily disposes of 
the corpse alone while David, dubious when he hears her story, tecomes more distant. 
The arrest of an innocent man drives her- against David's wishes- to the FBI; David's 
conduct becomes increasingly impossible- until finally she is able to collaborate with 
him in an attempt to tag a Communist organizer. Edge of the chair entertainment. 


(LC: 56-6533) 


April 10 
Brown, Fredric Dutton 
THE LENIENT BEAST $2.75 
& Five people, the killer, three policemen and the wife of one of them, tell 


of the death of Kurt Stiffler, whose whole family had been killed in an auto accident. 
| It is Ramos, of the police, betrayed and deserted by his alcoholically unstable wife, 
ft who recognizes the obsession to end suffering and spots the mercy murderer, but with- 
out proof for conviction. Straight line confession type. (LC: 56-6754) 


April 11 


Procter, Maurice Harper 
THE RIPPER $2.75 


* A Yorkshire killing brings Detective Superintendent Hunt and his sergeant, 
Dutton, to inquire into the life of murdered Mrs. Elliott, her family, and her friends. 
A missing knife, the disappearance of a dog, the reticence of those involved, lead 
Hunter to apply pressure; there is another murder and Hunter is at last able to fill 
in the gaps in his evidence - but loses his prey. Yard-wide British. (LC: 56-6916) 


REPRINTS _ For March 
BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 





Brown, Fredric - HIS NAME WAS DEATH Heath, William - VIOLENT SATURDAY 
Felsen, Henry Gregor - STREET ROD McCraig, Robert - HAYWIRE TOWN 


(Each $.35) 


Audett, Blackie - RAP SHEET Burman, Ben Lucien-THE FOUR LIVES OF MUNDY 
oe Stuart, W. J. - FORBIDDEN PLANET TOLLIVER 


(Each $.50) 


Cartmell & Grayson- fds. - THE GOLDEN ARGOSY Costain, Thomas B.- FOR MY GREAT FOLLY 


THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENVENUTO CELLINI Richards, William C.-THE LAST BILLIONAIRE 
Stevens, William Oliver -compiled by - THE INSPIRATIONAL READER (Bible selections) 
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DELL PUBLISHING (Bach $.25) 


Appell, George C. - QUICK ON THE SHOOT Dean, Spencer - THE FRIGHTENED FINGERS & 
Browne, Howard- THIN AIR Halliday, Brett - BLOOD ON THE STARS 


Short, Luke - RAW LAND 
($.395) - Sagan, Francoise - BONJOURS TRISTESSE 


First Editions (Each $.25) 


Halpern, Albert - ATLANTIC AVENUE Jessup, Richard - NIGHTBOAT TO PARIS : 
Hamilton, Donald - MAD RIVER Yates, Bill- £d. -FOREVER FUNNY (Cartoons) 

(Each $.50) 
Hunter, Samuel- fd. -MODERN FRENCH PAINTING Tarone, Edward- 4d. -SIX GREAT MODERN PLAYS 


DOUBLEDAY - ANCHOR BOOKS for March 15 


de Coulanges, Fustel-THE ANCIENT CITY ($.95) Waley, Arthur-THREE WAYS OF THOUGHT IN 

Dupee, F. W. - HENRY JAMES ($.95) ANCIENT CHINA 

Kazin, Alfred-ON NATIVE GROUNDS ($1.25) Wilson, Edmund- Sel. & Preface - PEASANTS 
AND OTHER STORIES BY ANTON CHEKHOV 


GARDEN CITY for March 5 


Riles, Ray -HOW TO RETIRE AND ENJOY IT Schirmer, Mathilda-comp. - THE BEDSIDE 
($1.98) BOOK OF HUMOR ($2.95) * 


GROSSET & DUNLAP 


Byrd, Admiral Richard E.- ALONE ($1.95) Ferber, GIANT ($1.98-Motion Picture Tie-in) 
Loring, Emilie - I TAKE THIS MAN ($1.50) 


Biographies of Distinction 









Catton, Bruce- U.S. GRANT AND THE AMERICAN James, Marquis - THE RAVEN ($1.95) 
MILITARY TRADITION ($1.95) Maurois, Andre - BYRON ($2.95) 

James, Marquis- ANDREW JACKSON: PORTRAIT OF THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF LINCOLN STEFFENZ($2.95) 
A PRESIDENT ($2.95) Vallentin, Antonina-LEONARDO DA VINCI ($2.95) 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY (* NAL Original) 


Mentor 







Downs, Robert G.- BOOKS THAT CHANGED THE Rouse, W.H.D.- trans. - GREAT DIALOGUES 
WORLD ($.35) OF PLATO ($.50) * 









Signet (Each $.25) : 





Avallone, Michael - VIOLENCE IN VELVET* Hardy, Lindsay - THE NIGHTSHADE RING 
Habas, Ralph A.- HOW TO LIVE WITHOUT: LIQUOR Orwell, George - ANIMAL FARM . 


(Signet Key) a 
(Each $.35) 





Asimov, Isaac - I, ROBOT Hyman, Mac - NO TIME FOR SERGEANTS 
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POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Christie, Agatha-THE MURDER OF ROGER ACKROYD Lieberman, Jerry- Fd. -OFF THE CUFF(Original ) 


Frazee, Steve - CRY COYOTE Patton,Frances Gray-GOOD MORNING,MISS DOVE 
Gardner, E.S.-THE CASE OF THE MOTH EATEN MINK Spock & Lowenberg-FEEDING YOUR BABY AND 
CHILD 


Cardinal Editions (Bach $.35) 
Algren, Nelson-THE MAN WITH THE GOLDEN ARM Wister, Owen - THE VIRGINIAN 
Cardinal Giant ($.50) - Clapesattle, Helen - THE DOCTORS MAYO 
Pocket Library ($.35) - de Onis, Harriet - - SPANISH STORIES AND TALES 
Permabooks (Each $.25) 
Dewey, Thomas B.- THF MEAN STREETS Holden, Richard - SNOW FURY 
Hemingway, E.- TO HAVE AND HAVE NOT Pearson, §.S., II - FRACTURED FRENCH 
| Stevens, Dan J. - BLOOD MONEY 
($.35) - Oursler, Fulton - LIGHTS ALONG THE SHORE 


POPULAR LIBRARY (Each $.25) 


Ballard, Todhunter - GUNMAN FROM TEXAS Brown, Wenzell - THE NAKED HOURS 
Beckhardt & Brown - THE VIOLATORS Gallagher, Thomas - THE DOUBLE LIFE 
Bosworth, Allan R. - THE DRIFTERS Le May, Alan - THE SEARCHERS 


MacDonald, John D. - YOU LIVE ONCE 
Eagle Editions (Each $.25) 


Bouma, J. L. - BORDER VENGEANCE Seeley, Clinton - STORM FEAR 


Special Editions ($.50) - Soubiran, Andre - THE DOCTORS 


SPECIAL NOTE 


Coming April 16 


Churchill, Sir Winston Random House 
SAVROLA $3-50 


Not many people know that at 24 Winston Churchill wrote his one and only 
novel. He had served with the IVth Hussars in India, and to them he inscribed the 
book. He was himself first elected to Parliament that year. Reread today, it can 
be considered in double focus:- first as an allegory, the story of a mythical republic, 
which previews the development of now familiar totalitarian patterns; second as a 
foretaste of Churchill's own development along social and political lines. These two 
angles give the book considerably more interest than its slightly dated style would 
attract today. There's to be a new introduction by Sir Winston Churchill, but as 
of present writing this is not available. Watch for this- as it may be blown up 
into a newsworthy publishing event. 
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MUST BOOKS 


March 5 4 " 


Truman, Harry S. Doub leday 
MEMOIRS: Vol. II $5.00 
YEARS OF TRIAL AND HOPE 


* Many readers found Vol. I- YEAR OF DECISIONS uneven in its interest, naive in 
its handling. Almost no reader will fail to find Vol. II unfailingly absorbing. The 
method is quite different. While the broad outline is chronological as Mr. Truman follows 
the major issues of his administration, the substance is approached issue by issue. There 
are the domestic problems:- atomic energy; the Taft-Hartley Act; universal military train- 
ing; problems of security; the Brannan farm plan and his own goals in agriculture- hamstrung 
by Congress; the post-war procedures in atomic energy and the decision about the hydrogen 
bomb; the seizure of the steel mills; the issue of the Truman off-shore oil bill and the 
overriding of the veto; and, midway, the pattern of the political campaign and the election. 
Throughout, as the issues developed, foreign affairs take form:- the China situation, from 
the attempt to bring about cooperation within China's divided forces, the failure of 
Marshall's efforts, the subsequent expulsion of Chiang and its. aftermath in China Lobby, 
Formosa, etc.; © NATO; the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan; the unrest in Asia 
and the Korean War; the steps leading to the difficulties with General MacArthur; the a 
whole explosive Arab-Israel development; successive troubles with the Soviet and the 
dramatic success of the Berlin airlift. Throughout, the reader - even if differing 
politically with Mr. Truman and his administration, must begin to realize the concentra- ; 
ted devotion to the goals as he saw them, his determination to know every possible aspect 
of each subject before reaching a decision, the depth of understanding on a wide range of 
topics, occasional snap judgments, errors in conclusion, more than offset by long term 
thinking and courage in risking condemnation of public opinion, within as well as without * 
the party. In these pages Harry S. Truman grows in stature, and the final verdict of 
history is implicit in the story. With Vol. I this will be double selection of the BOM. 


(LC: 55-10519) 
March 19 


Chotzinoff, Samuel Knopf 
TOSCANINI $3.50 


The Maestro presides in this affectionate and admiring but unawed portrait 
painted in anecdote by a friend and colleague, the critic and NBC executive, Samuel 
Chotzinoff. Meeting Toscanini as a young man in search of an interview at La Scala, 
Chotzie became a close friend during the Twenties, when Toscanini would be guest of 
honor at after-theatre suppers. He played his roles as observer, mediator and host 
with gusto throughout their relationship, and his eye has caught the magnificent Maestro 
with his dynaflo personality in each recollection. We meet the Toscanini who openly de- 
fied Mussolini but who felt the power of a jettatore with an evil eye at a La Scala per- 
formance (too much applause); who accepted with gratitude the gift of one-dollar watches 
for rehearsal tantrums and was fascinated with a small boy's magnets; who scourged the 
race of singers (cani all), fellow conductors and composers without regard for innocents 
caught in the fray, but whose democratic spirit flamed forth outside his dictatorship 
of music. The story of Chotzie's courting of the "retired" Toscanini for NBC is price- : 
less as are many other anecdotes in a book which has the sparkle and warmth of good 
champagne shared with friends. April BOM double selection with the Helen Kellerby 
Van Wyck Brooks. (LC: 56-5784) ee : 
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Politics in Election Year Already in the Making 


oy ....and small choice- distinctionwise - in this issue's offering. The Ralph de Toledano 

biography, NIXON (Holt); Richard Rovere’s AFFAIRS OF STATE: THE EISENHOWER YEARS (Farrar, 
Straus); Samuel Lubell'’s REVOLT OF THE MODERATES (Harper) add up to varied political 
fare. Kent Cooper's THE RIGHT TO KNOW (Farrar, Strays) is a provocative credo of the 
news world. Lee Mortimer’s AROUND THE WORLD CONFIRENTIAL (Putnam) will probably, alas, 
outsell everything else. Reports in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 


February 16 
Anouilh, Jean Oxford 
translated by $2.75 
Christopher Fry THE LARK 


A famous playwright translates a gem of a play by a French playwright - and 
Broadway has the unique emotional experience of seeing the part of Joan of Arc fully 
realized in the person of Julie Harris. The story shifts back and forth in time, so 
that the trial provides background for each step of the timeless story. This is the 
English text in book form. (LC:56-5472) 


February 20 
‘ Bossert, Helmuth Th. Praeger 
FOLK ART OF PRIMITIVE PEOPLES $12.50 
* This is a companion volume to Folk Art of Europe (1953) and again a truly 
impressive and beautifully reproduced collection of photographs- in full color- of 


primitive art and artifacts from America, North and South, Africa, Asia, the Pacific 

area. Mr. Bossert has photographed close to a thousand objects in- for the most part- 

German museums. Copies in color were then made, the individual items grouped and 
organized and annotated as to period and place. Each final plate shows ten to twenty 
! objects, linked in subject- pottery, masks, basketry, weaving, etc., etc.- and related 
to a particular region. Museum sources are noted. As a pictorial record this will 
be invaluable to students and informed researchers. The text is very limited- simply 
a brief introduction and summaries of contents of each plate. View it as visual re- 
presentation, a museum in miniature; especially as an aid to artists, there is excel- 
lent material here. (1C:55-11523) 


Bruhn, Wolfgang & Praeger 
Tilke, Max $22.50 
A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF COSTUME 


A very extensive coverage, this too is a result of years of collecting and 
research on the part of the authors who have gathered material from every country and 
civilization and presented the changing dress of each land from earliest known cos- 
tumes to modern times. Starting with ancient Egypt,the pattern- of a cross section 
of society from royalty to the poor for each principle period- is set for the rest 
of the book. Generally, each page is divided into three panels with each panel 
containing the costumes of a different social stratum, but often there will be a con- 
centration on a particular part of dress- shoes or hats for example. Most of the 
illustrations are hand-drawn and colored copies or interpretations of source material; 
but there are occasional facsimiles of original drawings, paintings or sculpture. 

J The hand drawn figures are awkwardly stiff and posed but the brilliancy of color and 
detail are enough to overcome this. Copious notes and about 4000 illustrations make 
this of excellent reference value and a good guide for commercial artists. (LC:55-11522) 
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February 20 


Kollwitz, Hans- 4d. Regnery e 


DIARIES AND LETTERS OF KAETHE KOLLWITZ $7.50 


Perhaps Kaethe Kollwitz’ drawing and sculpture is familiar to the art world 
alone, at least in America. They are impressive, homogenous in style and to a great ex- 
tent in content, easily identifiable by their tones of black and white and grey; the 
feelings of fear, hunger and privation these techniques convey merge with a very personal 
sensitiveness. The main statistics of her life are that she was born at the end of the 
last century to grow up and live in Germany and to suffer with it during its worst periods. 
The letters and diaries, as they implement these facts, are immensely interesting, in their 
freshness and their indication of an artistic mind and spirit. Their writer came from a 
good family who gave her the opportunity to study. She married a doctor early and happily 
and loved gaiety and the good things in life, But as these are mentioned, so is her con- 
cern with death and poverty and social ills; she could portray only these as ultimate 
realities. So too, if hesitantly, does she speak of her own creative powers- the times 
when they took hold of her and the times when she could not grasp them. An absorbing 
pond tr by about fifty reproductions of her drawings, etchings and sculpture. 

LC: 55-933 


February 23 
Crozier, Emmet 


Oxford 
YANKEE REPORTERS 1861-65 $6.00 


The pursuit of the gentlemen of the Union press during the years of the Civil 
War offers a fast moving panorama of the "greatest news story of the 19th century" and * 
shows the development of special correspondents and the moot, and often booted, question 
of military censorship. From the summer before its outbreak, to Washington and the early 
days of the war, the newspapermen came as novices; some were adventurers and some became 
experts. Here are the battles, retreats, the invasions and campaigns; here is the grow- 
ing problem of communication with the home office. Officers and generals and statesmen - 
were friends, obstacles and sometimes enemies with the emergence of reportorial influence. 
Some of the 4th estate penetrated Confederate lines; some became prisoners; others cir- 
cumvented orders; the "Bohemian Brigade" behaved in the brash tradition of newsgetters. 
It's a well filled-in picture that should have its special place among Civil War accounts 
and it emphasizes the human as well as the professional interests. Maps, notes and 
‘sources, index. More feeling, here, of personalities than in Weisberger's Reporters 
For The Union (1953, Little, Brown). (LC: 56-5164) 


February 29 


Cane, Melville : Harcourt, Brace 
AND PASTURES NEW $4.00 


This is a publication of the verses of Melville Cane, with some new ones which 
have not appeared in previous collections. Many of them have been published in periodi- 
cals, The Saturday Review, etc. It is a readable book of poetry for Mr. Cane has, in 
his best poems, the ability to express some profound or delicate thoughts in words easily 
understandable to all. There seem to be two types of poetry here: on the one hand, Mr. 
Cane writes deeply and sensitively both about nature and the metaphysical; on the other 
he writes a light vers de societe, occasional poetry which is only mildly amusing. Mr. 


Cane is a popular poet rather than a poet's poet. He writes with facility rather than ae 


intensity or distinction at a level which may well induce the general reader. (LC:56-5333) 












| 
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March 5 


de la Croix, Robert John Day 
MYSTERIES OF THE NORTH POLE $3.50 


These are four real-life (or more accurately death) adventures, translated 
from the French in a tone of quiet horror. The British ships Frebus and Terror set 
forth in 1845 fully equipped to discover the Northwest Passage. Vanished.. Perhaps 
the only substantial trace of the missing expedition was the pair of unidentifiable 
ghost ships, lifeless and more than half buried in ice, which a seaman observed years 
later.... The aeronaut Salomon Andree, with a crew of two in a specially constructed 
giant balloon, rose and drifted towards the North Pole. Perished. The record of 
their forced landing and determined march toward safety, evidence of their final camp, 
the ice-preserved remains of their bodies, all came to light after 33 years... A 
Russian boat, innocently voyaging for fish and seal, was trapped in the ice and carried 
silently, irresistibly into the upper Arctic. Doomed. Only two returned, and through 
a miracle at that.... The airship Jtalia, commanded by the vain Nobile who had foolish- 
ly criticized Amundsen, loitered over the Pole and started back. Crashed. And among 
the rescuers, among the few who disappeared to retrieve most of the /talia’s crew, 
was Amundsen's hydroplane party.... More cold facts than warm handling- for your ad- 
venture-exploration market. There are photographs and maps. (1LC:56-5979) 


March 7. 


Mortimer, Lee Putnam 
AROUND THE WORLD CONFIDENTIAL _ $3.50 


From Ziff-Davis to Crown to Putnam - the publisher path of the Confidential 
books, which together have sold some 6 million copies. Now- having fouled the home 
nest with the low down on New York, Chicago, Washington - and points north, south, 
east and west - Mortimer turns his acquisitive instincts to the sordid story the world 
around. Nineteen cities in Europe, the Middle East and Asia are x-rayed to reveal 
their wickedness at all levels,- political, economic, social. Mortimer - as in the 
Other books done with Jack Lait- has perfected the blend of police blotter and scandal 
sheet. This time, so closely intertwined that they must be judged jointly, he has 
combined sex, crime, corruption, perversion with a determined effort to link the whole 
unpalatable chain together with Communist infiltration and flow of information. There's 
plenty of startling and horrifying information here (we hope some of it is mis- infor- 
mation) which leaves one with a sense that nothing we were taught, nothing we believe 
can be depended on. Persons are named and, by bald statement and innuendo, reputations 
are blasted. One winds up with a shuddering sense that Home-seamt side in- is best, 
and the oceans not wide enough. A book that will- alas- sell and be accepted by the 
people who want to believe; while those who might do something about it will reject 
even what they should know. How to lose friends and influence the wrong people: 


(LC :56-6622 ) 


March 13 
laird, Donald A. & 
Eleanor C. McGraw-Hill 
THE NEW PSYCHOLOGY FOR LEADERSHIP $4 .00 


Drawing from the basic findings of twenty-two research centers the country 
over, the authors present a program for leadership on the first level (men working 
with others) designed from the facts for maximum effectiveness. The statistics of 
the story come from factories, offices, and so on. The characteristics of a good 
leader in terms of his group's opinion and output, the elements in the relationship 
to the "boss" (anxiety, hostility, group forces) are considered. There is a run- 
through of the steps a leader should follow for success: setting goals with a group, 
helping the group to reach them, coordinating the members and helping individuals 
fit into the group, interest in the group and humaness toward it. An aid for people 
in charge which shows what they can expect in a seeeaneintiad situation and how they 
can effectively function. Somewhat repetitive. 
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March 14 

Keating, William J. Harper i 

THE MAN WHO ROCKED THE BOAT $3.95 





The dynamic personality of the man who went to jail on a contempt charge for ! 
refusing to reveal confidential sources in a wire-tap probe he set in motion, takes over q 
in this hard-hitting and fascinating report of a career against crime. Bill Keating came f 
up on his own and after getting an education he started bulldozing in the D.A.'s office : 
_88 an assistant D.A.. As he reviews cases, he gives a great deal of the inside atti- 
tudinal story of professional law-enforcement agents:- what a good jury consists of, 
political conflicts, the prevailing notion that maximum commitment is a part of a high 
batting average. From individual murders he goes on to the big time and a mob murder in 
which he prosecuted Dunn, Sheridan and Gentile for a waterfront slaughter, with proof 
resting on the testimony of a dying man who defied the "ratting™ code. This case pointed 
up the situation on the waterfront and also the way organized crime is dealt with - al- 
most completely on a complaint basis, with no intelligence background files to work from. 
Offbeat individual crimes get the eagle, organized crimes with connections get the os- 
trich treatment, Keating says. This sort of thing led to Keating's work for the Anti- 
Crime Commission, raising public interest and gathering information. Many problems are 
raised here - among them the question of functions, coordination and compromises of law- 
enforcement agencies. A strictly in-the-ring view, invigorating. (LC: 56-6025) 


de Toledano, Ralph Henry Holt 
’ NIXON j $3.00 


While avowedly not an "authorized" biography, this is definitely from the cheer- 
ing section on a man who has gone up and up, from Freshman Congressman in 1946 to Vice 
President in 1952, and eminence in the Eisenhower administration in 1956. Represented 
here as a "Pi ghtine Quaker", a person of high principle, intelligence and acumen, Nixon 
appears as a serious statesman, who has worked hard and played his hand well. The author 
gives a picture of his youth, his education, his service in the Navy. He sees Nixon's 
contribution in the handling of the Hiss case as the turning point of his career. He 
reviews his Congressional record; his campaign against Mrs. Douglas for the Senate post; I 
his active role as Vice President, initiating some new aspects such as the sessions for | 
Freshmen congressmen, sitting in on Cabinet meetings, touring for the President, etc. 

This is unequivocally a rose-colored portrait, a myth in the making. It would be more 
effective in winning adherents from the doubtful ranks had it been more objective. It 
is good reading - and could have been more persuasive. (LC: 56-7729) 


March 19 3/30 


Herndon, Booton Knopf 
BERGDORF'S ON THE PLAZA $4.50 





aia OT TRON ES TS 


An almost idolatrous institutional tribute to Bergdorf's, to the Goodmans- 
particularly its founder- Edwin- who created its tradition of impeccable fashion, and to 
all the wonderful, wonderful people who work there, from designer Bernard Newman to Ethel 
Frankau of the custom salon to Murry Singer who handles furs. Gentle, handsome Edwin 
Goodman, a man of vision as well as taste, came from tailoring in Rochester, N.Y. to 
build up this fashion store- to change its policy with the times and introduce ready-to- 
wear to women who would no longer give the time to made-to-order. His children, Ann and 
Andrew, carried on with enthusiasm- and young ideas- and there is now a third generation 
eager to participate. A very chatty coverage, along with a lot of name dropping, this 
includes all the frissons and frills of high fashion along with the sometimes repulsive 
actions of the rich and is for those ladies who have not been completely satisfied by 
Vogue or Harper's under the drier. (LC: 55-9286) 
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March 19 


Furneaux, Rupert Roy 
FAMOUS CRIMINAL CASES II $3.50 


Crime in the year 1954 in the British domain is reviewed in a tidy little 
volume that provides a wide variety of murders and other grubby dainties for the 
public. Americans will notice some parallels from this nation's files in the call- 
girl set-up of Mark Langtry (though Jelke stakes were much higher if not so pervasive), 
and in the killers-at-large section with assaults on city streets. Most important 
of the bunch perhaps in terms of law is the "no body” murder in’which the killer was 
sentenced without the corpse for evidence; most horrifying the murder of a mother of 
one by two girls who plotted to remove obstacles to their abnormally intense attach- 
ment (they were considered sane). Murders of greed, of miscarriage (a poison admin- 
istered as aphrodisiac gone wrong), of anguish, are set forth in a routine coverage 
of an unlovely lot of crimes, (1C:55-9303) 


March 21 


Rogers, Donald I. ; Holt 
SAVE IT, INVEST IT, AND RETIRE $2.95 


The Herald Tribune columnist who wrote Teach Your Wife to.be a Widow offers 
a tri-partite program in simple terms and for the man of fairly simple means. How 
to save, and how much, and this is determined by your income; savings in real estate 
(and what considerations you should follow in buying a house) and savings in life 
insurance; with money put aside, how to invest it in the stock market, purchasing good 
common stocks in growth industries. The Monthly Investment plan and Mutual Funds of- 
fer alternates, and,for some, Tax-Exempt securities will be desirable. Retirement 
offers the last phase, and after assessing your assets, you can decide how and where 
to live, what to do too; social security benefits will increase your income... A basic 
book, practical, practicable. (1LC:56-6460) 


March 22 


Rogers, Ernie David McKay 
PEACHTREE PARADE $3.00 


A pleasant anecdotal ramble is provided by a long-term member of the 
Atlanta Journal staff as he surveys the reportorial scene of his career. For a paper 
said to cover Dixie "like the dew”, he found himself witnessing the first electro- 
cution, interviewing celebrities and placing them before the station mike, working 
with such nice guys as 0. B. Keeler. Mr. Rogers tells us all about them-about court 
cases, among them the story of Leo Frank, reprieved by Governor Slaton's integrity 
above political loss, but later lynched; about Margaret Mitchell, the little lady 
with the big book, with background material a childhood heritage. The loving look 
at Atlanta, almost an aside, extends beyond Peachtree to a story of a city's heart 
as "a guy named Joe" condemmed to death by multiple sclerosis came to show and know 
it; and to the great industry, home grown, of the beverage that swept the world, 
coca-cola. Engaging sentiment which can rely on a heavy regional market plus wider 
geographical sallies. 


March 23 


Rovere, Richard . Farrar, Straus 
AFFAIRS OF STATE: The Eisenhower Years $4.50 


* This eminently readable collection of the author's articles which have ap- 
peared during the last four years principally in the New Yorker is an excellent de- 
finition of the present administration in Washington. As Mr. Rovere states in his 
introduction, the book is a journal of events and personalities written about at the 
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time, and not an analysis in retrospect. Yet very full portraits of men and affairs of 7 
state emerge as their histories are knowingly recorded to set each freshly described | 
happening in sharp relief. 1950 is the first dateline, when the Eisenhower boom was ca f 
beginning to take its familiar shape, and there is the well reasoned point that the pub- 
lic's choice was a frivolous one. But the choice was a fact and starting from this pre- 
cept Mr. Rovere accounts for the known and unknown aspects of Eisenhower, the man, that 
would have their bearing cn Eisenhower, the president. After six years the suppositions 
have a solid validity. Continuing into the aspects of the campaign, characterized by 
its boldness and militance (and by Stanley High's un-lucid speech writing); the Taft- 
Eisenhower controversy; enigmatic Dulles' qualifications and curiously grounded hopes 
for the job of Secretary of State; Cohn and Schine, the comic inquisitors- each of the 
articles is distinguished by style and made vivid by the kind of thought that success- 
fully encompasses the actions of men as individuals and as parts of a particular section 





of society. Journalism of the highest order. (LC: 56-6153) 
March 23 
Parson, Nels A., Jr. Harvard University Press 
GUIDED MISSILES IN WAR AND PEACE $3.50 


A "technical briefing" on the latest of weapons covers the importance of this 
aerial robot device and explains its purpose as well as its construction. A short his- 
tory of guided missiles takes in the advances in World War II, particularly the German; 
there is explanation of air to surface, air to air, surface to air and surface to sur- 
face missiles together with the anti-missile guided missile developments; the aerody- 
namics (flight and design), guidance and propulsion are described; warfare use by navy, 
air and army is discussed and non-military application of current research for faster, € 
safer travel and space exploration is projected. The vital program and costly race for 
national defense should spark a definite interest in this survey of “bullets with brains" 
which makes it possible for the non-expert to have an idea of how they function and how 
they may be employed. Illustrated. 





March 27 


Norton, Jane E.- Ed. Macmillan 
THE LETTERS OF EDWARD GIBBON 3 vol.-$30.00 


The historian, author of Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, lived through 
a dramatic period in world history, embracing as it did the American Revolution, the 
French and Spanish wars, the French Revolution, the fiasco in East India - and in liter- 
ature the publication of such economic landmarks as Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations. 
These letters, one would think (1750 to his death in 1784), would carry enlightening 
comment from an eminent historian's point of view. Instead one finds him in limited and 
indignant comment on the setback of Saratoga, the misdemeanors of the Howes, the errors 
of Sir Henry Clinton- and occasional cheery notes about successes. His sympathy was 
mildly with the French at first; then disillusionment came with the excesses, with the 
death of Louis. In passing, the other world events are mentioned, but with no comment. 
A bit of gossip about the Struensee affair in Denmark - but otherwise virtually no human 
interest matters. For the greater part his letters consist of apologies for gaps in ; 
writing, comments on his- or another's health, virtually nothing of what must have been 
the stupendous concentration of his research, so that the publication of Volume I is noted 
after the event. The letters are frankly abysmally dull, and I can see their value only e 
for students. 
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March 27 

Grodzins, Morton University of Chicago Press 

THE LOYAL AND THE DISLOYAL $4.00 


Approaching the resounding area of loyalty-disloyalty without clamor, Morton 
Grodzins applies the knowledge of a social scientist to analyze and compare totalitar- 
ian and democratic national loyalties. The totalitarian regime with its theme of one 
life, one loyalty, offers satisfactions by manipnulating enforced alienation from fam- 
ily and voluntary groups to give life-goals and life-directions, but must also face 
the trial of dissatisfaction which could reverse loyalty. Democratic government 
permits and should foster non-nationalist loyalties as ties and safeguards for its 
citizens - in diversity lies elasticity and further roles for satisfaction. The author 
points out the newness of the national concept but stresses that, for "other-directed” 
modern man, the nation is the largest point of reference and identification, and most 
men are patriots either by inclination or default. He analyzes the loyalty of dis- 
loyalty, conflicting loyalties and-in short~- redefines a concept lightly used in serious 
situations. He presents some awakening ideas - noting that constant political partici- 
pation on the part of all is a totalitarian characteristic rather than a democratic 
one, stating that security measures as they are today create more traitors than they 
uncover. While open to attack, this is a much needed loyalty probe. (1C:56-7201) 


Narch 28 4 [12 


Lubell, Samuel ‘ Harper 
REVOLT OF THE MODERATES $3.75 


A favorable review of the Eisenhower administration by a political analyst 
of some note and some optimism gives his definition of political and economic America 
in a chaotic world. Mr. Lubell is primarily concerned with party roles and tactics 
in our system as it now stands. These he feels are outdated and misnamed to a great 
extent. For example there is our tendency to refight wars and extend old value judg- 
ments into the present where they are no longer applicable; again there is our in- 
Sistance on calling men like Jenner and Velde isolationists, where they might well 
be disillusionists who depend more on ethnic dissatisfaction than non-intervention 
for their political support. These are well taken points and serve to buttress his 
thesis that we must change old concepts for new ones in order to recognize our si- 
tuation for what it is and act accordingly. Briefly, our situation is one in which 
the economy needs to be planned and international cooperation put above domestic in- 
terests but in an atmosphere of a new emerging political duality. That the Eisenhower 
administration is doing the best it can in his eyes becomes evident through chapters 
on Eisenhower himself (the compleat political angle), the machinations of McCarthy, 
the insomnia of the voting public, the squeeze on farmers and so forth, all of which 
point to a revolt from moderation to a new and more sensible conservatism. But if 
only because one gets no clear picture of the Democrats, this seems self contradictory; - 
for an efficient roundup weighted in Republican favor however, this has its uses and 
its market. (1C:56-6118) 


Read, Grantly Dick Harper 
THE NATURAL CHILDBIRTH PRIMER ‘{/ 1! $1.50 


This is a compact handbook which concentrates the information of the earlier 
Childbirth Without Fear and his other books into a quick reference on expectations for 
the expectant. His four points - education, correct breathing, relaxation and mild 
exercise - are designed to prepare the mind and body of the mother-to-be for a natural 
and normal delivery, and 4 diagrams, 32 photographs and a chart of labor stages ac- 
company the bare-bones of the text. There is a section on the hygiene of pregnancy 
and some words on husbands and wearing apparel. This could be a plus sale with the 
other titles. Advocates of this do-it-yourself program will find this a ready com- 
panion. (1C:56-6913) 
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March 30 

Sokoloff, Dr. Boris Devin-Adair 

THE WHITE NIGHTS $3.75 


Dr. Sokoloff is best known for his medical writing, but this absorbing book is 
autobiographical, in recording the experiences of a white Russian during the pregnant 
years from 1914 to 1920. Here- in his own experience- is the terrible lesson of appease- 
ment, the weakness in the democratic principal that binds the individual from striking 
effectively. Sokoloff, for example, was part of a group that could have killed Lenin 
and Stalin but for last minute scruples. He shows, through incident and personality pro- 
files;the plight and responsibility of the intellectuals who sought to retain their 
"liberal" label. He makes his points in stories of unforgettable characters, telling 
incidents. He was a member of the ill-dated All Russian Constituent Assembly. He tried 
to warn Kerensky of the Communist threat. He had friends who fought Communists, friends 
who sided with them, friends who were their victims. Autobiography told in terms of 
political morality tales and stories of a wide range of personalities. A memorable book. 


March ?? 


Fosdick, Raymond B. Harper 
JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER, Jr. $6.50 


A warm biography of the man who has spent his years giving into public trust 
the fortune his father left - written by a lifelong friend and associate. Mr. Fosdick, 
while authorized by the family to use material hitherto not available, has managed to 
present the man, against his background, in rounded terms, in the story of a lifetime 
dedicated to service. The home in which he grew up was puritanical, but had its measure 
of affection and individual spirit. He managed to break with some of the strictures and 
‘to be simply "Johnny Rock" at Brown, but even then his sense of responsibility, his gift 
for leadership were shown in various ways. On graduation he went into his father's organ- 
ization, but at thirty six withdrew to follow his own instincts and interests. These 
ranged from positive action in the uphill road of labor, to reclamation work in develop- 
ing natural beauties and cultural heritages (Williamsburg, the Cloisters, etc.), to 
demonstrating the practical side of business in creating Rockefeller Center. His deep 
religious faith, his love of family, his devotion to duty, are all shown in this many 
sided biography. Ill'd. (LC: 56-6436) 


Fremont, John Charles Longmans, Green 
edited by Allan Nevins $8.50 
NARRATIVES OF EXPLORATION AND ADVENTURE 


Nevins' biography of Fremont: Pathfinder of the West is evidence of his appre- 
ciation of a controversial figure, too often misinterpreted and considered in the light 
of his opportunism and his disastrous political career. In an introductory section to 
this editing of his Memoirs and government reports, Nevins briefly sketches the portrait 
as he sees him, with qualities of greatness far outweighing his shortcomings. His years 
of exploration (1838-54) entitle him to recognition as one of our great explorers, stand- 
ing with Lewis and Clark, Pike, Cass, Long, Nicollet. In his three expeditions he covered 
more ground than any other; his Memoirs and Reports are distinguished contributions to 
botany, cartography, geography. He opened up the agricultural possibilities of so-called 
deserts (particularly the Great Basin). The high achievements of these years offset the 
murk and confusion of the Mexican War, the glitter and misadventure of his later years. 
The material here reissued is taken from the Memoirs and the Reports, and - with brief 
space given to his early years, preparation, marriage to Jessie Benton- the concentra- 
tion is on the first three expeditions. They make very good reading- ior this reader 
better reading than the Lewis and Clark diaries. (LC: 56-7867) 
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March ?? 


Tuchman, Barbara W. New York University Press 


BIBLE AND SWORD $5,007 


Through full scale analysis of thepolitical and cultural values which have 
shaped British policy toward a free Jewish state- beginning with anthropological 
affinities and ending in the Balfour Declaration- the author has achieved even more 
than her goal of explication. This book is outstanding for its historical grasp and 
originality, but it also synthesizes the countless forces of religious evolution, 
tradition, ethical belief, esthetic criteria, expansionist spirit, and quest for 
security, of which mass psychology and national character- at least in England- are 
compounded. The reader discovers in the 2000 year long struggle with the "Jewish 
question” the variety and complexity of motives which enter into all national des- 
tinies. The author is flexible but tireless in her method. She draws parallels 


between the resistance of Britain and Judea to Roman rule; she cites military tactics, 


and the historical role which merest accident plays in war; she places Britain's 
attitude toward Zionism in the context of foreign policy with all major powers; she 
interprets the effects of Disraeli's fiction, Byron's poetry, T. E. Lawrence's prose; 
and she scotches such fairy tales as that the contribution of acetone led to the 
Balfour proposal.... A provocative piece of research and interpretation, for lasting 
if modest sales to libraries, students of history and the new country- Israel. 


Rappaport, Milt Simon & Schuster 
OH, NO: $1.00 


Subtitled "A Golf Duffer's Handbook”, this is a skim-off of practical tips 
for the despairing as well as for the new boys on the green and it gives many sug- 
gestions for a better game in its what-to and how-to-do-it directions. The prelim- 
inaries consist of courtesy, scoring, putting, grip, stance and short approach shots; 
these are to be practised fervently before attempting the next section of the book. 
This has to do with full swing, aim, woods, irons, sand shots, slicing, hooking and 
a resume of common faults, with their corrections. Conscientious application of this 
guide, with its “highlight” cards that accompany the book for the purpose of ac- 
companying the golfer around the course, should see strokes saved and scores shaved. 


Fore! (10:56-7484) 


} 


cS ie | 
Tracy, Marian rae Viking 
MARTAN TRACY'S CASSEROLE COOKERY COMPLETE $2.95 


* Casserole Cookery and More Casserole Cookery are essentials for every pro- 
perly equipped cookbook shelf in a working kitchen. They are definitely not design- 
ed for library reference, as the books open up like a stenographic note’ook, spiral 
binding, washable covers, etc. The new volume conforms- externally. Internally, there 
will be two recipes to a page, and the menus are suggested in the text. Out of some 
350 recipes, about one quarter are new. Without access to my other volumes, I can 
also say that the same tantalizing quality is there- the same feeling that I must try 
one or another this very evening - and a hunch that I can spot the new ones. Again, 
she has steered away from the too rich succulence of the first; she has added some 
provocative sounding ideas for leftovers; there's again the unusually imaginative 
use of odd fruits- kumquats, persimmons, etc., and of spices in unexpected spots. 
There are some unorthodox recipes (I don't remember mushroom spoon bread before and 
it sounds delectable). Her one passion I cannot share is dried beans, and again I 
could dispense with some of those recipes. But that's personal prejudice. And 
personal prejudice too that casserole cookery is tops with me. (1C:56-7083) 
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Apriyh 5/4 


Scheinfeld, Amram Lippincott / | . ¢ 
HUMAN HEREDITY HANDBOOK $3.95 - 


Amram Scheinfeld who has specialized in popularizing genetics here classifies 
the genetic knowns which you can apply to yourself, your children, and others. The new | 
baby, its sex, and forecasting looks, coloration, features, physique; the hereditary f 
aspects of diseases and disabilities- along with certain faculties (vision, speech, etc.); | 
longevity and life expectation; intelligence and talent; behavior and personality as well 
as criminal and sexual behavior- heredity has a varying influence in what we are and what 
we do and this is assessed here. A paragraph presentation makes this useful for spot 
consultation which is most. likely for a book of this sort. (LC: 56-5861) 


Wolfe, Reese Lippincott 
WHEN THE CREDIT'S LOW, ORDER CHAMPAGNE $3.00 


Turning back the clock to 1927 when- as a Stanford undergraduate- he undertook 
ea world tour with buddy John Kenney, Reese Wolfe comes up with a weird wild tale of a 
confidence gamble in the Cantabrian Mountains of Spain from which they emerged empty- 
handed but amazingly unscathed. The fellows met Gillilan, who assured them there was 
a fortune in the hills. There was, but they didn't get it. Acting as eminent engineers 
and geologists, the American "experts" descended upon the Ramos brothers and their ruse 
won them the goodwill of both the Ramos and Gillilan. In fact, they found themselves 
stretched in all directions as Jack, who had spent the money loaned him on his share 
of the antimony mountain in boozing, dragged in the Bank of France and a flotilla of 
French barons, chemists (horrors, an expert) and oddments to buy into the company, while 
somewhere in the background a Swedish firm was offering $60,000 for it (the Ramos were a 
shocked - after all it was worth millions, Jack had said.) What with panning for gold, 
sighting a cobalt mountain that turned to moss, a jail term precipitated by an attack 


on the Guardia Civil, living on credit and champagne, the boys had quite a time. 
(LC: 56-6136) 





April 5 | 


Hawkins, Leonard C. & Doubleday Le | 
Lomask, Milton THE MAN IN THE IRON LUNG $400 3, 7S v | 


Leonard Hawkins took care of Frederick Snite, as his respirator technician, 
nurse and friend, for most of the 183 years Snite lived in an iron lung. Here he has 
told his story. It should serve as an object lesson to many. And along with the facts 
of Snite's life after he contracted polio at the age of 25, there is a good deal of 
instructive material on the care of patients who are so confined. The outline of the 
' Snite story is familiar to many; he came down with polio in China- one of the worst 
cases to survive- and more than a year later returned to America to spend his days 
either in the lung or in a chest respirator. But he was able to marry- and had three 
daughters; he maintained his tastes for sports, gambling, and bridge; his strong sense 
of religion and family never diminished; and his amazing courage did not slacken- even 
in the later years when he knew he was failing... The facts of this story in itself are 
memorable and for many they will hold an inspirational value. 





| 
j 
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April 5 


Okumiya, Masatake & Dutton 
Horikoshi, Jiro ZERO $5.00 


From glorious mastery over the skills of China until the last desperate 
production of Kamikaze weapons, here is the factual, first-hand record of Japanese 
air power, especially the Zero. For this plane, cocky, flimsy, and ubiquitous in 
the whole Japanese war effort, was the principal instrument of Hirohito's conquest, 
and far and away the most devastating flying force in the Pacific until a Grumman 
plane was designed to combat it. The authors, leaders in Japanese aviation, follow 
from factory to battle performance, with statistics and occasional flashes of intense 
anguish, their country's total achievement in the air. They make no apologies, and 
indeed complain that only an error in relaying a message to the State Department 
caused the bombing of Pearl Harbor before a declaration of war. The authors, if they 
give full credit to Japan, also acknowledge fairly and squarely the American successes. 
For World War II archives, and an air-minded audience. (1C0:56-6305-) 


April 6 


Bowles, Cynthia ; Harcourt, Brace 
AT HOME IN INDIA $3.00 


The daughter of Chester Bowles, Cynthia was fifteen when the family set out 
for the two year ambassadorship in India. Here she relates with candor and thought- 
fulness her own story of her years in India, about which she has many important things 
to say. Cynthia took the job of representing America seriously - she showed her friends 
that Americans didn't mind dirty-hands work - but she took with equal seriousness her 
great opportunity to learn about India. She studied at the Delhi Public School and 
at Santiniketan; she worked in a children's ward of the Delhi hospital and in villages 
with the India Village Service; she traveled North and South, on plain and foothill, 
in village and city with Hindus, Moslems, Sikhs, Jains and myriads of people. Her 
comments point out the effect of Hollywood movies on girls eager to become Westernized; 
the need for trained workers in the villages; on the restraint placed on her generation 
by the older ones who cannot yet permit their daughters to follow such a path of 
service. But each generation progresses. Standing at the tip of India looking over 
the waters at Cape Comorin, Cynthia felt the greatness of nature-and at her back the 
Indian population - humanity pressing and personal. She intends to return. Fine 
reading for young adults especially. (LC:56-6918) 


April 9 


Bank, Ted, II Crowell 
BIRTHPLACE OF THE WINDS $4.50 


The birthplace of the winds is the Aleutian island chain where Ted Bank, 
as a graduate student of botany and anthropology at the University of Michigan, spent 
a recent enchanted summer on a virtually self propelled expedition. He describes it 
in a conversational, friendly style that pays readable attention to people and sur- 
roundings as well as the scientific aspects of his stay. With little more than hope 
to go on, Bank and a friend of his began to plan for the expedition early in the year. 
They had the encouragement of the faculty but no backing from either the National 
Geographic Society nor a Harvard expedition to the same territory, and so reached a 
point where nerve and luck alone would get them there. In Seattle, they convinced 
the air force of the benefits to be obtained from their studies of Aleutian plant and 
animal life- and got their ride North. From there on it is sheer delight for the 
boys. At Adak, Atka and various other spots, they take to collecting, observing and 
cataloguing. There are periods when they are in close association with Aleutians and 
their social problems and there is the great excitement of finding ancient village 
sites and burial grounds which may prove the Aleutians the oldest migrators from Si- 
beria. For the author there is the added recognition of the government in its offer 
of a job as school teacher and supervisor in the Aleutians, which have come to be his 
favorite spot. Spirited and engaging. (1€:56-6324) 
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April 9 


Trowbridge, J. T. Little, Brown-D.S.P. 
THE DESOLATE SOUTH 1865-1866 $6.00 


The narrator of this imaginary tour through the post-Civil War ruins of the 
South takes in the bloodier scenes of action, from Bull Run to Sherman's itinerary. 
Wherever he goes he uncovers a bit of revealing color, commentary, or dramatic recol- 
lection. All is in a minor key- details, sidelights, conversations overheard, or a 
passing stranger with a story to tell. Yet a surprising variety of facts and especially 
local attitudes come across:- currency problems, bitter brooding over the fate of the 
Confederate leaders, efforts to reintegrate the Negro into the new social structure and 
the Negro's own dismayed fumbling with freedom, etc. The book's success lies in its 
convincing evocation of background material, of atmosphere; the author's attempt to 
create a broader panorama ends in diffuseness. However closer students of the Civil 
War, researchers into the period who need special, precise items will find this valu- 


able. (LC: 56-5932) 


April 10 


Ketchum, Richard M. Dutton 
. MALE HUSBANDRY $2.75 


Slapstick advice intended to increase the tortures of marriage and to further 
confuse and confound conjugal rationality is written here in the quasi-serious vein of 
Jjoke-page quips and sketches seen in many of our leading magazines. The material is 
directed to women, the faultless sex, whose main task it is to get a man to do what he 
should. This includes dish drying, spending more money on the family, helping with the 
children, being generally sensible and so forth. The tactics to be employed are of the 
more devious variety- the well timed sigh or moan, flattering the boss's wife, a studied 
unpredictability, etc. A guaranteed counter-irritant to the unirritating aspects of 
home life; an acceptable release for the error committers who prefer to laugh at rather 


than to alleviate their miseries. Drawings by John Norment. (LC: 56-6312) 
April RW 
Cooper, Kent Farrar, Straus 
THE RIGHT TO KNOW &). 00 


For many years general manager of the Associated Press, Mr. Cooper, who is 
now retired, has written a personalized credo of the news world and its practices 
through history and for the present day. Principally preoccupied with the use of news 
by governments, Mr. Cooper believes quite simply that propaganda is bad and truth is 
good. This he highlights with clearly cited examples of times when governments have 
intervened or newspapers and services failed, and with cogent arguments for the proper 
use of reportorial fact. Since Roman times there has been the struggle between public 
and private agents. Two outstanding examples of it in the present century were the 
overdose of emotionalism created during World War II to bring American fighting spirit 
to fever pitch, and the unwarranted suppression of 1945 armistice news by government 
censors to cater to the Russian desire for their own ceremony first. These and other 
instances- among them the cartelization of news in the 20's and 30's, the objectives 
of a Pravda reporter, the present rash of widespread censorship and so forth- are 
Justly provocative issues whose outcomes are logically discussed. A firm guide for 
the trade written interestingly enough to draw a lay audience as well. (LC: 56+575h) 
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Pratt, Fletcher Holt 
THE CIVIL WAR ON WESTERN WATERS $3.50 





By "Western Waters" is meant primarily the Mississippi and its tributaries, 
in the reaches below Kentucky; to a lesser extent the Red River. This is the story 
| of the struggle to obtain control. The outcome - in final analysis - depended on the 
| Union strategy:- the rivers were highways, and must be defended by amphibious opera- 
: tion, cooperation between shore and naval forces. The Confederate view that river 
forts held the answer, that defense was the strategy, compounded by shortages, lack 
of a sense of urgency, conflict in command, combined to bring defeat. J. B. Eads 
in St. Louis spearheaded the push that gave the Union ironclads, tin-plated gunboats, 
patchwork armament, compromises, improvisations, but always speed and action. The 
Confederacy had its moments of victory - costly victory like Shiloh, momentary vic- 
| tory like Plum Point Bend; Forts Henry-Donelson fell first; Vicksburg held the siege 
longer than expected; New Orleans was captured without undue delay; guerrillas on 
land and river took their toll; the Red River valley action was a defeat for the 
| Union general Banks; the small war of the tributaries revived and collapsed again. 
| But Grant, with the aid of the gunboats and despite the bickering within the naval 
| officialdom, won the war of the western waters. Much of the story has appeared in 
one or another record. It is here brought into focus. Ill'd. (LC: 56-6461) 


Haggin, Bernard H. Rutgers University Press 
THE LISTENER'S MUSICAL COMPANION $ 22 | 


A readable book with entertainment and education to offer the novice or 
intermediate level music listener, this is nevertheless one man's book - one critic's 

| * view of the world of sound. Starting off with a few pointers on what to listen for 
| in music by noting form and content in several compositions, he goes on to discuss 
individual composers, in a rather random sort of order (Mozart and the 18th Century 
follow Beethoven and Schubert, for example). To some he awards several pages:- to 
Berlioz, who deserves fuller recognition and with Musorgsky is the most original of 
19th Century composers, he says; others, such as Brahms whom he feels is overrated, 
and Tchaikovsky, underrated, receive very brief attention. Mr. Haggin goes into 
the works of some composers and not into those of others; he notes that Bach and 
Mozart had their potboilers, scourges as meddlers those (he cites Rimsky-Korsakov 
i and Stowkowski) who claim to represent composers' interests by editing. As a musi- 
cal guide, he has many points to make - the importance of great content as well as 
f great form for the greatest art; in performance the separation of mastery of in- 
strument and of music, are two. Discography with commentary. 








| Hough, Henry Beetle Simon & Schuster 
THOREAU OF WALDEN $5.00 


Thoreau's brief, outwardly uneventful life nevertheless invites a more 
colorful choice of detail, more penetration into motives and a better grasp of his 
intellectual traditions and influences that this biographer achieves. Beyond its 
dreary factualism the biography falls into a peculiar stylistic error; the prose 
seems deliberately to smack of Thoreau's own exalted lyricism, and there is result- 
ant loss of any sense of objectivity. Emerson, of course, figures prominently; 
Hawthorne, Greeley, Whitman (less so),but no one emerges as a clear, unmistakable 
personality. What the book needs above all is a surmise, interpretation, some 
sense of a central, organizing hand; an emphasis upon context, a notion even that 
Thoreau played a role within the Yankee spirit or within the protest against indus- f 
trialism. Give me H.S. Canby, Mark Van Doren,or any one of the other biographers 
and essayists who have helped place Thoreau in the modern understanding. (LC:56-6672) 
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Kirst, Hans H.- Title from ZERO EIGHT FIFTEEN to THE REVOLT OF GUNNER ASCH- price 


Non-fiction February 1, 1956 






PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


from $3.75 to $3.95 (Little, Brown) 


Cooper, Brian- MARIA- from 1/? to 2/21 (Vanguard) 


Davis, Dorothy S.- MEN OF NO PROPERTY- price from $4.50 to $3.95 (Scribner) 
Rodewald, Elizabeth B.- AT THE EDGE OF THE SHADOW- from 4/18 to 3/7 (Lippincott) 


de Grunwald, C.- PETER THE GREAT- from 2/7 to 2/28 (Macmillan) 
Berton, Pierre- THE MYSTERIOUS NORTH- from 2/13 to 2/20 (Knopf) 


Potter, Miriam C.- OUR FRIEND MRS. GOOSE- from 2/22 to 3/T- price from $2.50 to 


Cronquist, Mabel- BIANCA- from 2/27 to 2/24. Price from $4.50 to $4.00 (Putnam) 


$2.25 (Lippincott) 


Karney, Jack- WORK OF DARKNESS- from 2/27 to 2/23 (Putnam) 


Lawrence, Lars- OUT OF THE DUST- from 2/24 to 2/17. Price from $4.95 to $4.50 


(Putnam) 


(J) McDowell, M.C.- SECOND SON- paper edition is $1.25 (Friendship Press) 


(J) McGavran, G.W.- RICARDO'S ‘SEARCH- paper edition is $1.25 (Friendship Press) 
(J) Budd, J.- THE LAND AND PEOPLE OF THE PHILIPPINES- from 3/7 to 4/4 (Lippincott) 


(3) 


(R) 





Leeming, Joseph- FUN WITH WIRE- definite date 3/21 (Lippincott) 


Cahill, Holger- THE SHADOW OF MY HAND- price from $3.75 to $3.95 (Harcourt, Brace) 
Gallant, Mavis- THE OTHER PARIS- price from $3.00 to $3.50 (Houghton, Mifflin) 


Walker, David- HARRY BLACK- price from $3.75 to $3.95 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Macken, Walter- THE GREEN HILLS- from 3/6 to 6/12 (Macmillan) | 
Lord, James- NO TRAVELLER RETURNS- definite date 3/13 (John Day) 


Cunningham, Eugene- RIDING GUN- price from $2.50 to $2.75 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
La Farge, Oliver- BEHIND THE MOUNTAINS- from 2/20 to 2/29 (Houghton, Mifflin) 


Pasternak, Joseph- EASY THE HARD WAY- from 2/27 to 3/2 (Putnam) 
Seymour, John- ONE MAN'S AFRICA- definite date 3/19. Price from $5.00 to 


Hoffman, James W.- MISSION: U.S.A.-Cloth bound price from $2.50 to $2.75. Paper 


$4.00 (Day) 


from $1.25 to $1.50 (Friendship Press) 


Reynolds, Jack- A WOMAN OF BANGKOK- from 2/20 to 3/12 (Ballantine) 


Sully, 
Yates, 
Chase, 
Roark, 


Powers, J.F.- THE PRESENCE OF GRACE- price from $3.50 to $2.95 (Doubleday) 


Kathleen- BIKKA ROAD- from 2/23 to 2/27 (Putnam) 

Elizabeth- THE CAREY GIRL- from 2/23 to 2/29 (Coward-McCann) 
-Ilka- THE ISLAND PLAYERS- price is $3.95 (Doubleday) 
Garland- THE OUTLAWED BANNER- price is $3.95 (Doubleday) 


Markandaya, Kamala- SOME INNER FURY- definite date 3/12 (Day) 
Goldthorpe, John- THE SAME SCOURGE- definite date 3/8 (Putnam ) 


Leonard, Elmore- ESCAPE FROM FIVE SHADOWS- from 3/15 to 5/1 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Hood, Margaret Page- THE SCARLET THREAD- definite date 3/12 (Coward-McCann) 


Kelland, C. B.- DEATH KEEPS A SECRET- definite date 3/14 (Harper ) 
Shaffer, A. & P.- WITHERED MURDER- from 3/26 to 2/28 (Macmillan) 


St. Johns, Adela St. R.- HOW TO WRITE A SHORT STORY AND SELL IT- definite price 


Cottrell, Leonard- THE MOUNTAINS OF PHARAOH- price from $5.00 to $6.00 (Rinehart) 
Fennell, T.A., Jr.- ORCHIDS FOR HOME AND GARDEN- price from $2.75 to $3.50 


Ryan, Mildred G.- SEW SMARTLY- definite price is $2.95 (Scribner) 


$2.95 (Doubleday) 


(Rinehart ) 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR MARCH 
F Co ee Boe 


CONTEMPORARY 


Walker, David HARRY BLACK (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Greene, Graham THE QUIET AMERICAN (Viking) 

Taylor, Ward ROLL BACK THE SKY (Holt) 

Frank, Pat FORBIDDEN AREA (Lippincott) 
Anders7n, Thomas YOUR OWN BELOVED SONS (Random House) 
Shaw, Irwin LUCY CROWN (Random House) 


PERIOD, HISTORICAL 


Brick, John JUBILEE (Doubleday) March Literary Guild 


: selection. 
Oliver, Jane SING, MORNING STAR (Putnam) 

Birney, Hoffman THE DICE OF GOD (Holt) 

Maughan, A. M. HARRY OF MONMOUTH (Morrow-Sloane ) 
Roark, Garland THE OUTLAWED BANNER (Doubleday) 
Delmar, Vina BELOVED (Harcourt, Brace) 


DOTH MURDER SLEEP 


Erskine, Margaret THE VOICE OF MURDER (Doubleday) 
Stout, Rex THREE WITNESSES (Viking) 

Hood, Margaret P. THE SCARLET THREAD (Coward-MeCann ) 
Shaffer, A. & P. WITHERED MURDER (Macmillan) 


Oe SOR Et eee 


PERSONAL HISTORY- AT HOME AND ABROAD 


Lee, Laurie A ROSE FOR WINTER (Morrow) 
Godley, John LIVING LIKE ‘A LORD (Houghton, Mifflin) 
Jennison, Keith THE BOYS AND THEIR MOTHER (Viking) 
Chotzinoff,Samuel TOSCANINI (Knopf) April Book of the Month Club 
dual selection. 
Brooks, Van Wyck HELEN KELLER (Dutton) April Book of the Month 
Club dual selection. 


POLITICS— AND POLITICIANS 


Truman, Harry S. MEMOIRS: Yol. II- (Doubleday) March Book of the 
Month Club selection, with Vol.I 

de Toledano,Ralph NIXON (Holt) 

Wright, Richard THE COLOR CURTAIN (World) 

Rovere, Richard AFFAIRS OF STATE (Farrar, Straus) 

Lubell, Samuel REVOLT OF THE MODERATES (Harper ) 


CONFIDENTLY, CONFIDENTIALLY, ALL YOURS 


Mortimer, Lee AROUND THE WORLD CONFIDENTIAL (Putnam) 





